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Rating/Category Excellent (9-10) Good (6-8) Fair (3-5) Poor (0-2)

1. Project 
Description

The proposal identifies a motivating idea, problem, 
and/or question. It presents a clear project design 
with specificity about procedures and methods, 
including the analytic approach.

The proposal identifies a motivating idea, problem, 
and/or question and provides a general outline of 
project activities that includes procedures and 
methods.

The proposal does not identify a motivating 
idea/problem/question, and/or does not outline the 
proposed project activities.

The proposal does not identify a motivating 
idea/problem/question, nor outline the proposed 
project activities. It is not clear that the student 
understands the work to be completed.

2. Goals and 
Outcomes

The goals of the project are clearly stated. Specific 
products (presentations, publications, or other 
appropriate outcomes) are described and seem 
attainable.

The goals of the project are clearly stated. Products 
(presentations, publications, or other appropriate 
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My project will be developed with these steps:
1. In May, I will do the queer reading of three Gothic novels: Carmilla, The Picture of

Dorian Grey, and Frankenstein. This choice of books includes the connection between a
monster (physically or morally) with a human, and the diversity of these relationships
will provide me with a better understanding of motives in Gothic literature to later
attribute to my novel.

2. In June and mid-July, I will read and create an annotated bibliographic entry of four
articles/or one theory book per week. The texts I choose for this period of my project will
explore different perspectives and theories on Gothic literature, and this period reflects
my immersion in theory.

3. I will meet weekly with Professor Serraes to present the literature review of four
articles/or a book. As a literary scholar, Professor Serraes will evaluate and provide me
with feedback on the choice of my sources with respect to what is most beneficial to my
project.

4. In mid-July, I will start writing a paper based on my findings. Writing 5 pages per week, I
will have written 20-25 pages of literary analysis by the middle of August. I will spend
the last two weeks of summer on revisions and feedback provided by Professor Serraes.

Previous Work
As an English-major student, I engage in close reading of every book assigned in literature
classes and conduct research to support my thesis in papers. Throughout my education, I have
taken various courses in English: Restoration and the 18th Century; Thinking Queer, Reading
Queer; American Literature After 1945; and Writing Fiction. In these courses, I have gained
skills in doing literary research and analyzing text and style. Additionally, my course work in the
Social Problems and Greek Myths and the Hero classes gave me a clear understanding of where
modern conceptions of queerness came from. I work as a writing tutor at the Writing Center on


