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Peer evaluation – international comparison  5% 
Peer evaluation – debate    5% 
Peer evaluation – policy solutions   5% 
2 quizzes      10% 
Individual policy paper    20% 
Remote mid-term exam     20% 
Remote final exam     25% 
Class participation     10% 
 
Final course grades will be assigned on the following basis: 90-100% = A/A-; 80-89% = 
B+/B/B-; 70-79% = C+/C/C-; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F. Taking a grade of incomplete in this 
course is very strongly discouraged. Under no circumstances will a student be granted a grade of 
incomplete without discussing the matter with me well in advance of the end of the semester.  
 
Regular attendance is expected and necessary if you are to do well in this class. Each unexcused 
absence beyond the first will result in a 1 percentage point reduction in your overall grade. 
Excused absences – such as for illness, varsity athletics, and music performances – are perfectly 
understandable but require timely documentation. While I will accept late assignments, such 
lateness will cost you 5 percentage points per day late, starting with the day the assignments are 
due. In the event you find yourself in this situation, be sure to email the assignment to me as 
soon as possible so as to stop the penalty clock. I will not accept late exams. 
 
I am aware that academic dishonesty has become common at some institutions. While I am sure 
that very few, if any, Illinois Wesleyan students would cheat on class assignments, the 
university’s policy and my policy on academic dishonesty bear repeating. Academic dishonesty 
fundamentally undermines the mission of the university and cheapens our collective enterprise. 
Students caught cheating on an exam or engaging in plagiarism on written assignments will 
receive a failing grade for the course. In these cases I will also file a formal complaint with the 
administration. The university’s academic dishonesty policy states that the administration will 
move to expel from the university any student who is the object of two such substantiated 
complaints. See the university catalog for further explanation. 
 
About the course readings: 
 
The following texts are required reading and are highly recommended for purchase: 
 
Paul Starr, Remedy and Reaction: The Peculiar American Struggle over Health Care Reform, 
Revised edition (2013), Yale University Press 
 
Grace Budrys, Our Unsystematic Health Care System, 4th edition, Rowman and Littlefield, 2016 
 
Greg Shaw, The Dysfunctional Politics of the Affordable Care Act, Praeger Publishers, 2017. 
 
All other readings listed below appear on our course Moodle page, along with various resources. 
 








