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Entrepreneurship & Starting a Business

It is important to think about immigration implications if you are in the U.S. as an international student

and you want to ste U.S. employment authorization is needed for most of the entrepreneurship

activity you do while you are physically present in the U.S., including starting any type of U.S. business. In

addition, you would need a U.S. employment authorization to work remotely for your non-U.S. business.

appropriate authorization can have long-term negative consequences. If you are not sure about whether

your business development and entrepreneurial activities might need U.S. employment authorization,

please consult an experienced immigration attorney.

If your work is related to your field of study, then employment authorization options for F-1 student visa

holders include *©¥¥nb©vY¥ H¥Yb¨nbYv M¥Ynxnxl ã*HMä and A¢¨nzxYv H¥Yb¨nbYv M¥Ynxnxl ãAHMä. Both of these

types of employment authorizations are of limited duration and may be restricted to less than 20 an hriztpes 
authorization options.

Additional Resources
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https://www.iwu.edu/international/employment.html#:~:text=Department%20of%20Labor.-,Curricular%20Practical%20Training%20(CPT),-In%20order%20to
https://www.iwu.edu/international/employment.html#:~:text=Optional%20Practical%20Training%20(OPT)
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/training-opportunities-in-the-united-states
https://usaie.org/
https://www.ice.gov/sevis/employment


https://www.iwu.edu/international/employment.html#:~:text=Department%20of%20Labor.-,Curricular%20Practical%20Training%20(CPT),-In%20order%20to
https://www.iwu.edu/international/employment.html#:~:text=Optional%20Practical%20Training%20(OPT)
https://www.iwu.edu/international/taxes.html


https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/glossary/E/#Entrepreneurship
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/training-opportunities-in-the-united-states#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20government%20considers%20starting%20your%20own%20business%20in%20the%20United%20States%2C%20also%20known%20as%C2%A0entrepreneurship%2C%20as%20work.%20Therefore%2C%20if%20you%20are%20an%20F%2D1%20student%20who%20plans%20to%20start%20your%20own%20business%20in%20the%20United%20States%2C%20you%20must%20qualify%20and%20apply%20for%20OPT.%C2%A0
http://www.uscis.gov/eir/visa-guide/entrepreneur-visa-guide#Nonimmigrant
https://www.iwu.edu/entrepreneurship/tnvc.html#:~:text=Titan%20New%20Venture%20Challenge%20%2D%20%24%205%20K
https://www.iwu.edu/entrepreneurship/tnvc.html#:~:text=Titan%20New%20Venture%20Challenge%20%2D%20%24%205%20K
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Frequently Asked Questions

meaning after a student has graduated. Almost all undergraduate students at IWU who choose to pursue

OPT do so after they have graduated.
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