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Biology 
The department of biology has completed a pilot review of our students’ proficiency in scientific 
literacy – specifically, each student’s ability to 1. accurately interpret the results and conclusions 
of research articles, 2. correctly employ proper practices in regard to experimental design, and 3. 
properly present their own investigative findings in an organized and comprehensive fashion. The 
assessment was conducted via the use of a department-generated rubric. Our findings suggest that 
first year students exhibit limited skills, but as they mature through their first three years of 
coursework, their skills do improve toward a departmentally established definition of exemplary 
proficiency. From this initial study, we have opted to emphasize particular aspects of literacy 
(notably, experimental design and graphical/tabular presentation of data) as we reflect on our 
course designs. 
 
Economics 
During the last week of classes last December all the members of the Economics Department 
collaborated in the scoring of 14 Senior Project oral presentations according to a rubric reflecting 
our student learning goals. This was the first time this particular rubric was employed. On average, 
our students demonstrated a high level of strong achievement in all the examined areas. The 
dispersion of the scores was small. Considered individually, slightly more than four out of every 
five assessed presentations received an aggregate mean score of either “strong” or very “strong”. 
The pedagogical and curricular implications of this exercise are under discussion. The strategies 
to close the feedback loop would be related of our ongoing efforts on curricular reform. 
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supervisors was 4.53 (SD +/





different assignments. Thus, “fluency in the critical study of religion” can itself be broken down 
into: 
1. Demonstrate a sense of awareness of the larger frame of inquiry specific to the topic. [dominant 
methods, sources etc in the field, what field and subfield is this located] 




