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THE SHARED CURRICULUM
 The Shared Curriculum at Illinois Wesleyan University strives to provide 
a foundation for a liberal education of quality and breadth through a 
continuously evolving program which fosters intellectual independence, 
critical thinking, imagination, social awareness, and sensitivity to others. 
These qualities of mind and character are developed through a coordinated 
academic and co-curricular program of active learning, problem solving, 
collaborative inquiry, and community involvement. In this environment, 
students pursue a course of study which leads to knowledge of the natural 
universe and the diverse realms of human experience.
 The Shared Curriculum includes three components: The General Education 
Program, Encountering Diversity, and Physical Education. Transfer students 
who have completed the Illinois Articulation Initiative General Education Core 
Curriculum may use this to fulfill IWU General Education requirements but 
must still complete (or transfer in courses that fulfill) Encountering Diversity 
and Physical Education requirements.

The Shared Curriculum
The Shared Curriculum includes (1) The General Education Program, (2) 
Encountering Diversity, and (3) Physical Education. 

The General Education Program
• Gateway Colloquium (1 course unit)  • Literature (1 course unit) 
• Analysis of Values (1 course unit)  • The Natural Sciences (2
• The Arts (1 course unit)  course units)
• Contemporary Social Institutions   • Life Science
 (1 course unit)   
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 • The Registrar, in consultation with the Associate Dean, shall evaluate students’ 
requests for transfer credit to fulfill Shared Curriculum requirements 
and flags. Seal of Biliteracy, Advanced Placement exam, International 
Baccalaureate exam, and Cambridge International exam credits will be 
processed by the Registrar.

 • IWU accepts the State Seal of Biliteracy for the second language Shared 
Curriculum requirement. This policy is consistent with accepting AP 
credit for language. Credit for the seal is not processed automatically. It is 
the student’s responsibility to request credit for their seal within the first 
three academic years after graduation from high school. The Registrar’s 
Office will verify the Seal of Biliteracy on the official final high school 
transcript. Students with a verified Seal of Biliteracy will receive one 
course unit of credit (4 semester hours) and will meet the IWU Shared 
Curriculum second language requirement.

 • In order to receive Shared Curriculum credit for Advanced Placement 
exams, the student must have successfully completed the courses associated 
with the exams and the score on the Advanced Placement exam must be 
a 4 or 5. In order to receive Shared Curriculum credit for higher level 
International Baccalaureate exams, the score on the exam must be a 
5, 6, or 7. In order to receive Shared Curriculum credit for Cambridge 
International A-Level exams, the score on the exam must be A*, A, or B.

 • Because the Gateway Colloquium is designed to be an introduction to the 
intellectual and academic environment that is particular to this community, 
students who start their collegiate study at Illinois Wesleyan must fulfill the 
Gateway requirement at Illinois Wesleyan. Transfer students may be able to 
fulfill the Gateway requirement with a course from their previous institution.

Shared Curriculum Requirements
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BME
(Music 
Education)

1 1 Fulfilled 
by
ensembles

1 1 0 1 1 1 course unit;
(LSI/ PSL/ LSL 
or PSI) †

1 (+1 in 
the major; 
choose

1 1 0 2X or 
4Y or 
equiv. 
comb. 
††

BS 
(Nursing)

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 course units;
(LSI & PSL) or 
(LSL & PSI)

1 (+1 
in the 
major)

1 1 0 2X or 
4Y or 
equiv. 
comb. 
††

*Students interested in fulfilling Shared Curriculum requirements in “The Arts” 
through participation in ensembles and/or applied music lessons may choose 
from among the following three options: 
 A. Four semesters of piano lessons (MUS 100) OR one semester of 

Beginning Class Piano for Non-Music Majors (MUS 101) plus two 
semesters of applied piano (MUS 100).

 B. Four semester of applied voice (MUS 100) OR two semesters of applied 
voice (MUS 100) with concurrent enrollment in either University Choir 
(MUS 26) or Collegiate Choir (MUS 23).

 C. Two semesters of one of the following ensembles–Orchestra (MUS 21), Wind 
Ensemble (MUS 22), Jazz Ensemble (MUS 34), or Jazz Lab Band (MUS 35)–
with concurrent enrollment in the appropriate applied instrumental lessons 
(MUS 100).

 Admission into these ensembles, with the exception of Jazz Lab Band 
(MUS 35) is based upon audition. All applied study requires the consent of 
the instructor. An extra fee is charged for private lessons.

** In place of the courses listed above, students can satisfy this requirement by an 
equivalent score on an IWU Placement Exam or AP language exam. Entering 
international students whose native language is not English are exempt from 
the second language requirement under any one of the following circumstances:
  1) 
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COURSE CATEGORIES

THE GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
Gateway Colloquium (GW; 1 course unit)
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Analysis of Values (AV; 1 course unit)
Category Description:
 Courses in this category critically examine one or more normative value 
issues arising in social, political, professional, religious, artistic, or other contexts. 
Normative value issues concern questions of what ought to be the case, and are 
thus distinguished from empirical and/or descriptive issues, which concern 
questions of what is, was, or will be the case. Courses in this category engage 
students in the rational examination of normative value issues and expose 
them to alternative theories and positions concerning such issues. Students 
are thereby challenged to think systematically about these issues and to refine 
and defend their views of them.

Category Goals Course Criteria
In keeping with the overall goals of the 
Shared Curriculum program, in par-
ticular the goals of developing students’ 
capacities for critical thinking, intellec-
tual independence, communicating in 
writing and orally, and fostering their 
abilities to make and assess judgments 
of value, courses in the “Analysis of 
Values” category seek to: 

To achieve these goals, offerings at 
the 100- or 200-level in this category 
incorporate the following criteria in a 
balance appropriate to the course. In 
addition, courses in this category at 
the 300- or 400-level have a signifi-
cant research component and involve 
students in analysis and argumentation 
at a more sophisticated level than that 
normally found in lower-level courses. 

1.   Develop students’ ability to recognize 
and understand normative value 
issues; 

1.   Courses consider normative value 
issues as their central focus. The issue 
or issues should be clearly identified. 
Whereas the study of descriptive and/
or empirical information may be an 
important component of courses in 
this category, such information should 
relate to the normative value issue(s) 
under consideration. 

2.   Encourage students to understand 
and evaluate contrasting theories 
pertaining to normative value issues; 

2.   Courses expose students to contrasting 
theories pertaining to normative 
value issues as these are presented in 
primary or secondary source readings. 
Courses engage students in the critical 
assessment of these theories and/or the 
practical application of these theories 
to particular normative value issues. 
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The Arts (AR; 1 course unit)
Category Description: 
 Courses in this category heighten awareness of an aesthetic dimension in 
human experience through study of music, theater arts, visual arts, film, and/
or creative writing. These courses place the specific art(s) under consideration 
within the context of the time of original creation or performance, and also 
within other appropriate contexts.
Students interested in fulfilling the Shared Curriculum requirements in “The 
Arts” through participation in ensembles and/or applied music lessons may 
choose from among the following four options: 
 A. Four semesters of piano lessons (MUS 100) OR one semester of 

Beginning Class Piano for Non-Music Majors (MUS 101) plus two 
semesters of applied piano (MUS 100).

 B. F
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Category Goals Course Criteria

In keeping with the overall goals of 
the Shared Curriculum program, 
in particular the goals of offering op-
portunities for active learning and of 
developing students’ imagination, their 
understanding of the fundamental 
processes and relationships of culture, 
and their ability to frame questions and 
make judgments of value, courses in 
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Contemporary Social Institutions (CSI; 1 course unit)
Category Description: 
 Courses in this category explore the established practices, relationships, 
and organizations which influence the daily lives of individuals in society. 
Social institutions and/or structures examined include governments, religious 
organizations, education, the family, the media, and the legal, economic, health 
care, political, and social welfare systems.

Category Goals Course Criteria

In keeping with the overall goals of 
the Shared Curriculum program, in 
particular, the goals of understanding 
the fundamental relationships and 
processes of nature and culture and 
their evolution over time, of fostering 
students’ abilities to make judgments 
of value in the area of public policy, 
of encouraging students to become 
informed active citizens in public 
life, and of bringing the world to the 
campus and students to the world, 
courses in the category of “Contem-
porary Social Institutions” seek to: 

To achieve these goals, offerings at 
the 100- or 200-level in this category 
incorporate the following criteria in a 
balance appropriate to the course. In 
addition, courses proposed for credit 
at the 300- or 400-level also require a 
significant research component and 
will involve a degree of complexity 
in the material beyond that normally 
found in lower-level courses. 

1.   Examine how one or more social 
institutions arises, operates, 
interacts with other institutions, 
and changes in different cultural 
and historical contexts;

1.   Courses examine the evolution of 
one or more contemporary social 
institutions to the present time 
and analyze the current structure 
and functions of the institution(s) 
studied and its (their) relationship 
with other institutions in its (their) 
own or another culture. 

2.   Illuminate the ways and means 
through which societal and 
individual values are reflected in 
contemporary social institutions;

2.   Courses engage students in discovering 
underlying values–including those of 
key institutional founders or leaders, 
as well as those of larger groups or 
societies–that are embodied in the 
structure and functioning of the 
institution(s) studied.
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2.   Understand the processes of choice 
and action through which the cultural 
systems, social institutions, and social 
relationships arise, persist, and change; 

2.   Courses include reflection on the 
causes and directions of change 
over time;

3.   Examine the interactions of cultures 
and histories as revealed in the speech, 
documents, artifacts, and patterns 
of behavior of the women and men 
directly affected at the time of change;

3.   Courses include evidence of change 
as seen through the eyes of the 
participants;

4.   Develop the student’s understanding 
of her or his place in world history 
through reflection on the present in 
light of the past. 

4.   Courses include some materials or 
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2.   Promote the understanding of formal 
systems and their use in identifying, 
analyzing and solving problems; 
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2.   Increase students’ knowledge of the 
texts and traditions, either western or 
non-western, which are demonstra-
bly important, i.e., that have shaped 
culture and made a difference in the 
course of events; 

2.   Courses focus on ideas that have 
shaped culture, the processes by 
which texts and traditions come to 
be seen as important, and, where 
appropriate, alternative voices which 
confront traditions. 

3.   Enable students to see that under-
standing an idea requires under-
standing its development by examin-
ing the ways in which ideas, beliefs, 
and world views originate, evolve, 
persist, recur, and die out;

3.   Courses examine the development 
of ideas over time and in relation 
to other ideas. Courses on a single 
figure, for example, should, where 
appropriate, devote time to studying 
the wider intellectual conversation of 
which that figure is a part. 

4.   Develop students’ abilities to read 
primary texts and make, assess, and 
defend arguments about ideas articu-
lated in those texts

4.   Courses actively engage students in in-
terpreting and evaluating primary texts 
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Category Goals Course Criteria

In keeping with the overall goals of the 
Shared Curriculum program, in par-
ticular the goal of, developing students’ 
capacities for critical thinking, and of 
developing students’ knowledge and un-
derstanding of the fundamental processes 
and relationships of nature and culture, 
and their evolution over time, all courses 
in the “Natural Sciences” category seek to:

To achieve these goals, offerings at 
the 100- or 200-level in this category 
incorporate the following criteria in a 
balance appropriate to the course. In 
addition to meeting criteria 1-3 and 4a 
or 4b, courses proposed for credit at the 
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Writing Intensive Courses (W, 2 total; 1 for General 
Education and 1 additional required for the major)
(Flag designation for any Shared Curriculum, major, minor, or elective course, 
except Gateway Colloquium)
Flag Description:
 Courses given this designation offer students instruction and practice in 
writing. Writing Intensive courses encourage students to use writing as a tool for 
discovery and learning and to become aware that writing is a process. Writing 
Intensive courses teach disciplinary conventions of writing or teach students 
how to write for specific audiences and for specific purposes. Writing Intensive 
courses also provide opportunities for students to enrich their writing with 
research and/or imagination. Enrollment caps should be consistent with the 
goal of providing opportunities for intensive work with student writing.
 Students must take two “Writing Intensive” courses. One of these courses 
will be taken in the major, and one of the courses must be completed by the 
end of the sophomore year. Students who have more than one major must 
take a “Writing Intensive” course in each major. The writing in the major 
course will not be satisfied by the IAI GECC package.

Flag Goals Flag Criteria

In keeping with the overall goals of the 
Shared Curriculum program, in particular 
the goals of developing students’ capacities 
for expressing and communicating ideas 
in writing, using writing as a means 
of discovery and understanding, and 
developing students’ capacities for critical 
thinking, intellectual independence, and 
imagination, courses given this designation 
seek to develop students’ abilities: 

To achieve these goals, courses given 
this designation incorporate the follow-
ing criteria, by means appropriate to the 
course goals and content. 

1.  
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2.  To understand that writing is a pro-
cess that includes revision;

2.  Instructors must provide students 
with feedback on their drafts and with 
opportunities to revise their texts. 
Courses should assign 6000 words or 
20 pages of writing, including both 
low stakes assignments (i.e., informal 
writing or writing-to-learn activities, 
journals, reading responses, exercises) 
and high stakes assignments (i.e., 
polished and revised writing that 
might include formal essays, research 
papers, or other genres significant to 
the discipline or to course objectives).

3.  To analyze writing situations by con-
sidering the audience, the discipline, 
and the purpose.

3.  Courses should give students instruc-
tion and practice in anticipating 
and responding to the needs of an 
audience and in responding to the 
conventions of a discipline.

4.  To use writing as a tool for invention 
and discovery

4.  Courses should encourage learning 
through writing using methods such 
as directed free-writing, reading 
journals, summaries or syntheses of 
readings, class listservs, etc.

5.  To find, evaluate, and ethically use 
information from sources, if appro-
priate to the course objectives.

5.  Courses should give students 
instruction and practice in acquiring 
information literacy skills within a 
discipline, if appropriate to the course 
objectives.

ENCOUNTERING DIVERSITY 

Encountering Global Diversity (G; 1 course unit)
 (Flag designation attached to approved General Education, major, minor, 
or elective courses, except Gateway Colloquium and courses in the Second 
Language category—1 required)

Flag Description
 Courses given this designation prepare students for responsible citizenship 
in a global community. Students examine the experience and values of one or 
more contemporary societies outside the United States. Within the framework 
of individual courses, students are introduced to global diversity through an 
examination of at least one other society’s experience and view of itself and the 
world. This may be accomplished through an explicit comparison between the 
U.S. and other societies, encounters between other societies, or through an 
extensive study of one individual society.
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The Global Diversity Flag may also be achieved by successful completion of 
a semester enrolled in an approved IWU, or an IWU-affiliated, study-abroad 
program, provided the following requirements are met:
 1. The student must gain approval of the Registrar, in consultation with the 

Associate Dean of Curricular and Faculty Development prior to leaving 
for the semester abroad. 

 2. The overall academic experience must be in keeping with the Flag goals 
and criteria.

Note: This exception does not include short format travel courses unless a 
specific course carries a Global Diversity Flag.

Flag Goals Flag Criteria

In keeping with the overall goals of 
the Shared Curriculum program, in 
particular the goals of heightening stu-
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Encountering U.S. Diversity (U, 1 required)
(Flag designation attached to approved General Education, major, minor, 
or elective courses, except Gateway Colloquium and courses in Second 
Language category—1 required)
Flag Description
 Courses given this designation introduce students to the ways in which 
diversity–as influenced by ethnic, racial, class, gender, religious, and/or sexual 
characteristics–has shaped and continues to shape identity and experience in 
the U.S. Within the framework of individual courses, students are encouraged to 
develop an awareness of social differences and a sensitivity to others. Furthermore, 
in the process of recognizing, analyzing, understanding, and perhaps even 
reconciling various ways of viewing and experiencing the world, students are 
encouraged to acknowledge the intersections of diversity in their own lives.

Flag Goals Flag Criteria

In keeping with the overall goals of the 
Shared Curriculum program, in par-
ticular the goals of heightening students’ 
understanding of social diversity in our 
own society, of fostering students’ ability 
to make judgments of value, and of de-
veloping students’ capacities for critical 
thinking, courses given this designation 
seek to:

To achieve these goals, courses given 
this designation incorporate the follow-
ing concepts within the course design. 
These concepts need not be the entire or 
even the primary focus of the course for 
which the designation is sought.

1.   Develop students’ ability to analyze 
and understand diversity in the 
context of individual courses;

1.   Courses consider one group, its alterna-
tive value system(s) and experience(s), 
and its encounters with dominant ideas 
and institutions, or examine interactions 
between and among diverse groups.

2.   Enable students to understand the 
ways in which issues of difference 
are tied to issues of privilege and 
advantage, and to specific histories 
of groups and individuals; 

2.   Courses examine processes of 
accommodation, resistance, and 
appropriation. 

3.   Encourage students to acknowledge 
and appreciate the diversity in their 
own lives.

3.   Courses include some material that 
develops students’ ability to consider 
the consequences of advantage and 
disadvantage in their own lives.
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Second Language (LA; 0-3 course units, as needed,
to ensure proficiency at the third-semester level)
Category Description
 Courses in this category develop a student’s ability to communicate 
effectively in a second language by promoting cultural understanding, 
intercultural communication skills, and global citizenship. By making 
comparisons and connections to their immediate cultural practices and 
perspectives, students of a second language will deepen the knowledge and 
appreciation of their own native language. Modern language courses will 
emphasize basic conversational skills necessary for survival in the target 
language-culture environment.
In place of a course with Second Language credit, students can satisfy this requirement 
by an equivalent score on an IWU Placement Exam or AP language exam. Entering 
international students whose native language is not English are exempt from the 
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Category Goals Course Criteria
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4.   Identify and practice principles of 
anaerobic training.

4.   Courses provide students oppor-
tunities to recognize principles of 
anaerobic training as they engage in 
the activity.

Courses with the Fitness designation 
seek to include one or more areas of 
long-term personal health.

Courses proposed for the Physical 
Education Fitness Requirement 
will include one or more of the 
following topics for discussion, class 
participation or assessment:
• Nutritional guidelines
• Proper weight control
• Stress management through exercise
• Components of physical fitness
• Posture and back care
•  Cancer risk prevention through 

exercise
For Personal Fitness I and Personal 
Fitness II a written assignment asking 
students to design and implement 
their own fitness plan will be required.
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SHARED CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS —
BACHELOR OF ARTS / BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

CATEGORY / FLAG  REQUIREMENT
THE GENERAL EDUCATION
Gateway Colloquium (GW) ........................... (1 course unit)
Analysis of Values (AV) .................................... (1 course unit)
The Arts (AR). ................................................... (1 course unit)
Contemporary Social Institutions (CSI) ....... (1 course unit)
Cultural and Historical Change (CHC) ........ (1 course unit)
Formal Reasoning (FR) ................................... (1 course unit)
Intellectual Traditions (IT) .............................. (1 course unit)
Literature (LIT) 
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BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS (B.F.A. ART)
CATEGORY / FLAG  REQUIREMENT
THE GENERAL EDUCATION
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BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS (B.F.A. MUSIC THEATRE) 
CATEGORY / FLAG  REQUIREMENT
THE GENERAL EDUCATION
Gateway Colloquium (GW) ...........................(1 course unit)
Analysis of Values (AV) ..................................(1 course unit)
The Arts (AR). ..................................................(1 course unit)
Contemporary Social Institutions (CSI) ..... (1 course unit)
Cultural and Historical Change (CHC) ...... (1 course unit)
Formal Reasoning (FR) ................................. (0 course unit) 
Intel84 BT /Span <</ActualTe. Tr7j EMC  /P <s7-</ActualText (þÿ�.) <</Lan0.019 -1.255 Td (Gateway Colloquium (GW))Tj EMC  ET-1.264162.5678 506.670.7222 445.411 6ET BT 9 0 0 9 163.3508 506.671.(11 445.411 6ET ..............
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BACHELOR OF MUSIC (MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
STUDENTS AND COMPOSITION MAJORS)








