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The Illinois Wesleyan University Catalog is for informational purposes and 
is not a contract. It is published annually, as well as made available online at 
https://www.iwu.edu/academics/catalog.html. With this Catalog we attempt 
to present accurate information concerning Illinois Wesleyan University for 
the 2024-25 academic year. However, the University reserves the right at any 
time to change any of the provisions, statements, policies, curricula, regulations, 
tuition, or other fees as published here. Furthermore Illinois Wesleyan 
University reserves the right to disqualify students from enrollment, refuse 
readmission, and to withhold graduation as described in the relevant sections of 
the Catalog. Immediately applicable changes will be incorporated in the online 
version of the Catalog, and will appear in the next print version. 
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SPRING SEMESTER 2025
January 6, Monday   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Orientation and registration of new students

January 8, Wednesday   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .First day of classes

January 14, Tuesday  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . þÿ� .0 
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COLLEGES, SCHOOLS  
AND DEPARTMENTS
THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

Departments
Biology
Chemistry and Biochemistry
Computer Science 
English
History
Kinesiology, Sport, and Physical Education
Mathematics
Philosophy
Physics
Political Science
Psychology
Sociology and Criminology
World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures
Interdisciplinary Programs
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INTRODUCTION TO 
ILLINOIS WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY
WE STAND IN A POSITION OF INCALCULABLE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO THE GREAT WAVE OF POPULATION 
OVER-SPREADING THE VALLEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI . 
DESTINY SEEMS TO POINT OUT THIS VALLEY AS THE 
DEPOSITORY OF THE GREAT HEART OF THE NATION . 
FROM THIS CENTER MIGHTY PULSATIONS FOR GOOD 
OR EVIL MUST IN FUTURE FLOW WHICH SHALL NOT 
ONLY AFFECT THE FORTUNES OF THE REPUBLIC BUT 
REACH IN THEIR INFLUENCE OTHER AND DISTANT 
NATIONS OF THE EARTH .

 —Founders Memorial Gate Inscription, December, 1850

MISSION
 Illinois Wesleyan University, an independent, residential, liberal arts 
university founded in 1850, strives to attain the ideal of a liberal education while 
providing unique opportunities with distinctive curricula and programs  . A 
liberal education at Illinois Wesleyan fosters creativity, critical thinking, effective 
communication, strength of character and a spirit of inquiry  . Our curriculum 
deepens the specialized knowledge of a discipline with a comprehensive 
world view  . The Illinois Wesleyan experience affords the greatest possibilities 
for realizing individual potential while preparing students for democratic 
citizenship and life in a global society  . As the University pursues this ideal for all 
of our students, we help students to follow a wide range of career and life paths, 
offering diverse curricula in liberal arts, fine arts and professional programs 
as well as opportunities for interdisciplinary study and off-campus learning  . 
The University through our policies, programs and practices is committed 
to diversity, social justice and environmental sustainability  . A tightly knit, 
supportive university community, together with a variety of opportunities for 
close interaction with excellent faculty, both challenges and supports students in 
their personal and intellectual development  .

HISTORY
 Illinois Wesleyan University began in 1850 as a non-denominational community 
venture which quickly attracted the support and patronage of the Methodist church 
eager to support “an Institution of learning of Collegiate grade  .” The original 
charter was first prepared for Illinois University, and the insertion of “Wesleyan” 

Introduction
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into the name documents the later and vigorous Methodist support in the early 
years  . From the beginning, there was no denominational restriction on students  .
 Early trustees included community leaders Kersey and Jesse Fell, John W  . 
E
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 Local Methodist conferences have supported Illinois Wesleyan since 1850, but 
in 1968 the structure of the Board of Trustees was changed and after that time 
local United Methodist conferences no longer elected all the trustees  .
 The enthusiastic support of alumni, friends, and the local community allows 
the university to continually renew its programs and facilities to meet the needs 
of new generations of students  .

ACADEMIC ACCREDITATION AND AFFILIATIONS
 Illinois Wesleyan University is officially categorized by the Carnegie 
Commission as one of America’s Baccalaureate Colleges–Arts & Sciences  . 
The programs in elementary and secondary teacher education are accredited 
by the State of Illinois  . The baccalaureate degree program in nursing at 
Illinois Wesleyan University is accredited by the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education and is also approved by the Department of Registration 
and Education of the State of Illinois  . The Department of Chemistry is on the 
approved list of the American Chemical Society’s Committee on Professional 
Training  . The University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission:
 The Higher Learning Commission
 230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500
 Chicago, Ill  .  60604-1413
 Phone: 800  .621 .7440
 www.hlcommission.org

THE CAMPUS
 The campus of Illinois Wesleyan University occupies over 80 acres in the 
heart of Bloomington’s north-side residential district  . The grounds are entered 
from Main Street on the west through the Founders’ Memorial Gate and from 
Empire Street on the south through the Sesquicentennial Gate  .
 The University’s central quadrangle is a large, park-like area surrounded by 
academic buildings  . Located along the south side of the quad are the buildings 
of the College of Fine Arts and The Ames Library  . To the west are the Memorial 
Center and several residence halls  . Along the north are located the Center 
for Natural Sciences, Stevenson Hall which houses the School of Nursing and 
Health Science, State Farm Hall, and the Center for Liberal Arts  . To the east can 
be found administrative and classroom buildings, the Minor Myers, jr  . Welcome 
Center, and Evelyn Chapel  .
 One block north of the central campus stands the Shirk Center for Athletics 
and Recreation and Fort Natatorium  . Beyond this lies Tucci Stadium and Wilder 
Field, home to football, men’s and women’s lacrosse, and men’s and women’s 
track and field  .

http://www.hlcommission.org
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junction of Interstate Highways 55, 74 and 39  . Abraham Lincoln stopped in 
Bloomington frequently on the judicial circuit, and it was in Bloomington that he 
tried and won his famous Illinois Central Railroad case and delivered his “Lost 
Speech  .” L incoln was nominated for the Presidency by David Davis of Bloomington  . 
The Davis mansion has been preserved as an historical landmark  . Bloomington was 
also the boyhood home and is the final resting place of Governor Adlai E  . Stevenson 
II . A lecture series was established in his honor following his death in 1965  . Adlai E . 
Stevenson I, Vice President of the United States under Grover Cleveland, made his 
home in Bloomington and attended Illinois Wesleyan briefly as a young man  .
 Entertainment and cultural events are in good supply both on campus and 
in the Bloomington-Normal community  . Illinois Wesleyan students also take 
advantage of entertainment opportunities on the Illinois State University campus, 
just a mile north of Illinois Wesleyan  . South of campus is the Bloomington 
Center for the Performing Arts, scheduling a year-round program of music, 
theatre, and comedy  . As a center of business and industry, Bloomington is the 
home of the State Farm Insurance Companies, Country Financial, and electric 
vehicle manufacturer Rivian  .

Introduction
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 The library has seating for over 600 individuals in many different configurations  . 
A large number of computer workstations are available, equipped with standard 
software for writing, creating presentations, or working with data, as well as 
discipline-specific software  . The Information Commons has 24 workstations and 
the Instruction Lab, with 26 computers, is open for general use when not reserved 
for instruction sessions  . There are additional computer clusters throughout the 
library
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prose and poetry, organizational records, and manuscripts  . The Bates & Merwin 
Reading Room, located on the 4th floor, houses the Minor Myers, jr  . Honors 
Collection  . The John Wesley Powell Collection of Pueblo Pottery is located 
on the entry level  . The Ames Library opened in January 2002 and is named 
in honor of B  . Charles Ames ’50 and Joyce Eichhorn Ames ’49  . For more 
information, please visit the library’s web page, www.iwu.edu/library.  

Introduction

http://www.iwu.edu/library
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ADMISSION TO  
THE UNIVERSITY
For comprehensive, up-to-date information about the admissions process, 
please visit https://ww w  .iwu  .edu/admissions/ or contact the Admissions Office 
(iwuadmit@iwu  .edu or 309-556-3031)  .
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION
2024-2025 TUITION, ACTIVITY FEE,  
ROOM AND BOARD
 Th
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2024-2025 Academic Year Payment Plans

Pay in Full

 If a student is not
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Ninth Semester Tuition for Student Teaching

 Students seeking education certification, who will have completed at least 
seven three-hundred level courses, and will have met all other IWU graduation 

http://iwu.sodexomyway.com/my-meal-plan/
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Special Course Fee

 A v ery small number of courses, such as physical education courses or courses 
using commercial facilities, require special fees  . These charges are indicated in the 
individual course descriptions and enrollment in such courses is entirely voluntary  .
Off-campus late application fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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regarding the sickness and accident insurance program may be obtained by 
contacting the University Business Office or Arnold Health Services  .
 The University provides, at no cost to the student, secondary accident 
insurance  . Special athletic injury insurance is also provided to all students 
participating in intercollegiate athletics and is also at no cost to student or 
family  . It is the students’ responsibility to obtain and file a claim form  .

http://www.iwu.edu/withdrawal
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 Collection Agency Fees: I understand and accept that if I fail to pay my 
student account bill or any monies due and owing Illinois Wesleyan University 
by the scheduled due date, and fail to make acceptable payment arrangements to 
bring my account current, Illinois Wesleyan University may refer my delinquent 
account to a collection agency or attorney. I further understand that if Illinois 

mailto:busnoff@iwu.edu
http://my.iwu.edu
mailto:busnoff@iwu.edu
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modification is specifically limited to those policies and/or terms addressed in 
the modification. This agreement shall be governed by and construed under 
applicable federal law and the laws of the State of Illinois. If there is any suit, 
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needed for government aid  . Gift assistance provided by the University may 
be altered or cancelled in the event an applicant receives additional grants, 
awards or scholarships which would exceed the University’s charge for 
tuition, fees, room and board or eligibility for assistance  .

 3 . All applications from new students who have applied for admission prior to 
January 1 should be submitted by November 1 for the fall semester  . Returning 
students should also submit financial aid applications by November 1, with 
award announcements coming after June 1st  . Students who apply for assistance 
for the spring semester only must submit applications by December 1st  . 
Renewal of assistance for currently enrolled students will be based on the 
availability of funds if the FAFSA is submitted after the above deadline dates  .

 4 . A s tudent’s merit-based or need-based financial aid program normally 
covers one academic year, with half the amount credited to his or her 
account for the fall term, and half the amount credited for the spring 
term  . Additionally, all merit-based or need-based gift assistance awarded 
to a student from University, private, State or Federal resources must be 
credited directly to the student’s Business Office account  .

 5 . A s tudent must be enrolled full time and maintain satisfactory academic 
progress in order to receive a scholarship, grant, or award through the 
University  . Awards will be prorated in relation to University charges in the 
event of withdrawal during the academic year  .

 6 . Students who hold a baccalaureate degree will not be eligible for aid  .
 7 . Students must be enrolled for a minimum load of 3
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Student Employment

 The Student Employment Office assists students with employment 
opp ortunities  . Priority for on-campus jobs is given to those students who 
demonstrate a financial need through the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid  .
 The University participates in the Federal College Work-Study Program 
to aid those who could not enroll without financial assistance  . The awarding 
of work-study is based on the availability of Federal funds and satisfactor y 
academic progress  .
Loan Funds

 The Financial Aid Office has information about Federal, University and 
private student loan funds  . These programs make possible low-cost financing 
of college expenses and constitute an important source of assistance  . Students 
who wish to make application for a loan from any of the available funds listed 



http://www.iwu.edu/financial-aid/consumer-information.html#standards
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in a University approved program  . No aid is available for independently arranged off 
campus studies that have not been approved by the University  .
 Exceptions may be approved on appeal for opportunities offered on a full-year basis 
(e .g ., Oxford University’s Pembroke College program  .) Additionally, an appeal may 
be submitted to the University’s Financial Aid Office if the student is academically 
required to study away from Illinois Wesleyan for more than one term  .
 Illinois Wesleyan University tuition will be charged for most affiliated study abroad 
programs  . Those programs with higher tuition will be charged accordingly  .
 While Illinois Wesleyan does not provide and IWU assistance (loans or grants) 
for May/Summer coursework, students can pursue private educational loans to assist 
them with these charges  . Additionally, students who qualify for Pell grants, and who 
enroll in two or more May/Summer courses, may be eligible for a summer Pell grant  . 
They are encouraged to inquire with the Financial Aid Office  .
Veterans Education Benefits

 If you are a veteran of U  .S . military service, an eligible active-duty member of 
the military, or an eligible dependent, you may be eligible for Veterans Affairs (VA) 
Educational Benefits  . VA Educational Benefits include, but are not limited to:
 •  The Post-9/11 GI Bill® Yellow-Ribbon program
 •  The Montgomery GI Bill® – Active Duty (Chapter 30)
 •  The Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance Program (Chapter 35)
 If you are not sure for which educational benefits you qualify, contact the Veterans 
Affairs at va.gov

 VA Educational Benefits do not include the Illinois Veteran Grant (IVG), Illinois 
National Guard Grant Program (ING), or the Illinois MIA/POW Scholarship Program  . 
These programs are only available at Illinois public institutions  .
HOW TO APPLY FOR VETERAN EDUCATION BENEFITS
To apply for any VA benefit program, you must complete the application  . Once you 
have done this, the VA will send you a Certificate of Eligibility for your Veterans 
Affairs educational program  . Depending on which chapter you are eligible for, you 
must submit a copy of your Certificate of Eligibility to the Office of Financial Aid  .
POST 9-11 GI BILL®/YELLOW RIBBON PROGRAM
Illinois Wesleyan University is a participant in the Yellow Ribbon program  . Yellow 
Ribbon recipients will have their maximum Post 9-11 benefits processed with the VA  . 
The remaining amount, up to the cost of tuition and fees, will be covered by the Yellow 
Ribbon program, which is split evenly between Illinois Wesleyan University and the 
Veterans Affairs  .
VETERAN AFFAIRS PENDING PAYMENT COMPLIANCE
Students using either Post 9-11 GI Bill® (Ch  . 33) or Veteran Readiness and Employment 
(Ch .31) and awaiting pending payments from the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs will not have any of the following measures taken against them:
 1 . Will not be prevented from enrolling/registering;
 2 . Will not have a late fee assessed on their billing statement;
 3 . Will not be required to secure alternative or additional funding while waiting for 

their payment;

Financial 
Information

http://va.gov
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 4 . Will not be denied access to any college resources that are available to 
all students who have paid their tuition/fees due to the college  . College 
resources include access to classes, library, or other school facilities  .

 To qualify, students may be asked to provide their Certificate of Eligibility 
(from the VA) by the first day of class; a written request to be certified; and 
additional information if needed to correctly certify enrollment as described in 
other institutional policies  .
GI Bill® is a registered trademark of the U  .S . Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) . More information about education benefits offered by VA is available at 
the official U  .S . government website at www.benefits.va.gov/gibill  .

Financial 
Information

http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill
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UNIVERSITY 
REGULATIONS 
 The University is a community of individuals who work together in the pur suit 
of truth and the advancement of knowledge  . Toward this end, members of the 
University community must preserve an atmosphere in which free discourse, 
open exchange of opinion, and the right of peaceful dissent are not impeded  . 
They must live in reasonable harmony with one another and with the larger 
community of which the University is a part  . In order to ensure the maintenance 
of these necessary features of a viable academic community and to protect this 
community and its members from damage and injury, rules concerning academic 
and social responsibility are established  . The Student Handbook includes regulations 
currently in effect  . The Student Handbook is available online to all students at  
www.iwu.edu/judicial/handbook/ . All students are required to abide by University 
regulations on campus, on University affiliated areas and at all University functions  .

THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM
 Illinois Wesleyan is composed of the College of Liberal Arts, which has 19 
departments and programs; the School of Business and Economics; the School 
of Educational Studies; the College of Fine Arts, which includes the Schools 
of Art and Design, Music, and Theatre Arts; and the School of Nursing and 
Health Sciences  . 
The University offers the following degrees: 
BACHELOR OF ARTS, with majors in: Accounting, Art, Biochemistry, Biology, 
Business, Chemistry, Communication, Computer Science, Data Science, 
Economics, Educational Studies, English, Entrepreneurship, Environmental 
Studies, Finance, Hispanic Studies, History, International and Global Studies, 
Kinesiology and Allied Health, Marketing, Mathematics, Music, Neuroscience, 
Philosophy, Physics, Political Science, Professional Sales, Psychology, Public 
Health, Quantitative Finance, Sociology, Sociology-Criminology, Supply Chain 
Management, Theatre Art and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  .
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, with majors in: Accounting, Biochemistry, Biology, 
Business, Chemistry, Computer Science, Data Science, Finance,  Kinesiology 
and Allied Health, Marketing, Mathematics, Physics, Professional Sales, and 
Quantitative Finance and Supply Change Management  .
BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS, with majors in: Art, Acting, Music Theatre, Theatre 
Design and Technology  .
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The Academic Year

 The academic year at Illinois Wesleyan consists of two regular semesters 
followed by the possibility to enroll in courses or internships during May, June, 
and/or July  . The full semesters include fourteen weeks of instruction and a final 
examination week  . The fall semester begins in late August and ends in mid-
December, prior to the holiday season  . The spring semester begins in early to 
mid-January and concludes with commencement in the first few days of May  . 
Summer Term includes month-long courses in May, June, and July, along with 
some extended courses from May through June  . The normal student class load is 
four courses in each of the regular semesters  . For Summer Term courses, students 
are encouraged to speak with their advisor about an appropriate course load  .
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
 Several requirements must be met for a student to earn a degree at Illinois 
Wesleyan University  . These requirements are described below  . All of the 
requirements must be met for a degree to be awarded  . A candidate for any degree 
may choose to fulfill the academic requirements listed in any one of the University 
Catalogs issued during the student’s attendance at the University  . If, however, the 
student has been absent for more than two years, the student must fulfill the 
requirements published during the period of final attendance at the University  .
 It is the responsibility of each student to complete all the graduation 
requirements described herein. Academic advisors do not share this 
responsibility, nor can they change, alter, or waive graduation requirements  . 
Therefore students should take special care to regularly assure themselves that 
they are making satisfactory progress toward completion of all Graduation 
Requirements, giving special attention to the Shared Curriculum requirements 
(item 2 below)  .
 1. Completion of a minimum number of course units and courses as 

specified by the degree program.

 A minimum number of course units and courses must be completed for each 
degree program offered by the University  . The minimums are as follows:
 Bachelor of Arts  32 uni ts and 32 courses
 Bachelor of Science  32 uni ts and 32 courses
 Bachelor of Science in Nursing  32 uni ts and 32 courses
 Bachelor of Fine Arts  32 uni ts and 32 courses
 Bachelor of Music  35 uni ts
 Bachelor of Music Education  36 uni ts
The course unit system and equivalencies to other systems for awarding 
collegiate credit are described more fully on page 63 of this Catalog.

  Degrees that require an equal number or courses and units (e  .g . Bachelor of 
Arts, Bachelor of Science, etc) count these two totals separately  . Any class of 0  .66 
units or more counts as 1 course for these purposes  . Students may use fractional 
(< 0 .66 unit) courses to “add up” to a maximum of 2 whole courses to meet this 
requirement  . For instance, four 0  .5 unit classes can add up to 2 whole courses, 
but six 0  .5 unit classes still only count as 2 courses for this requirement  . No class 
can count as more than 1 course, regardless of its units  . For instance, a class 

The Academic 
Program
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worth 1  .25 units still counts as only 1 course  . Students majoring in Music and 
Theatre Arts are only required to complete the appropriate number of units, not 
units and courses  .
 2. Completion of the Shared Curriculum.

 All students must complete the Shared Curriculum, as described in the 
“Shared Curriculum” chapter of this Catalog. The Shared Curriculum of 
the College of Liberal Arts sets the standard for the University  . Students 
should note the variations in the Shared Curriculum requirements for the 
professional schools, and for the education certification program within the 
College of Liberal Arts  . The Shared Curriculum requirements specifically 
required by the College of Liberal Arts and by each professional school are 
given in a table in the Shared Curriculum section of this Catalog  .
 No course unit may be counted toward more than one General Education 
category requirement  . However, a single course may count for both a General 
Education category and an Encountering Diversity or Writing Intensive flag  . 
Students may fulfill no more than 2 General Education requirements through 
courses from a single subject code (e  .g ., HIST) .
 3. Completion of a major.

 All students must complete a school, departmental or interdisciplinary 
major area of concentration  . Major programs are described in this Catalog in 
the departmental and school listings  . Within the College of Liberal Arts, the 
major must be composed of a minimum of nine to ten courses  . These numbers 
are higher for degrees offered in the professional schools–see the appropriate 
sections of the Catalog for this information  . Students are required to take a 
writing intensive course in their major area of study  .
 A co urse may count for shared curriculum, major and/or minor requirements  . 
A t otal of two courses may count toward the completion of any of the following 
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 7. A minimum of two years and 16 course units and courses in residence.

 All degree candidates must complete a minimum of two years and 16 course 
units and courses in residence  . An exception to this graduation requirement 
may be made for students who matriculate to Illinois Wesleyan University 
following the closure of their colleges or universities  . Such students may graduate 
w ith fewer than two years and 16 course units and courses in residence if they 
have completed three years of study at their previous institution and satisfactorily 
completed the equivalent of the IWU general education and major requirements  . 
For further information on residency requirements and course transfer, see the 
section, “Credit for Work External to Illinois Wesleyan” beginning on page 56  . 
In the instance of a student transferring to Illinois Wesleyan University because 
their 4-year institution has closed, students transferring in 22 or more credit 
units will have the option to complete the equivalent of their closed institutions 
general education program as opposed to the Illinois Wesleyan University shared 
curriculum to fulfill graduation requirements. 
 8. Commencement Participation & Graduation Dates

 Illinois Wesleyan has one commencement ceremony which takes place 
after the end of the spring semester  . Those students wishing to participate 
in the commencement should have completed, by the end of spring term, all 
requirements for the degree or be within two requirements of completion  . 
December graduates from the previous year can also participate  .
 If you are enrolled in the Summer Term after commencement, you may 
participate in the ceremony (having met the criteria above), but you will not 
officially graduate or receive your diploma until the Summer Term is over  .
 In addition, coursework for all Incomplete or In Progress grades must be 
completed and turned in by the end of the term to be considered for graduation 
in that term  .

PROGRAMS OF STUDY
Major Field of Study
 Students should select a major field of concentration before the end of their 
fourth semester, but this decision may be made earlier  . Since applications from 
students desiring to enter the professional schools are considered separately 
and the applicants meet special requirements, it is not necessary for students 
accepted in these areas to make an additional declaration of major  . Prior to the 
official selection of an academic major, each student is assigned to an academic 
adviser who is selected for general abilities in the area of advising and familiarity 
with academic regulations  .
 A s tudent may officially declare a major field by completing the necessary 
forms in the Registrar’s Office  . At this time the school deans, directors or chairs 
involved may become the student’s advisor, or may assign this responsibility to 
another member of the faculty with expertise in that area  . Students with special 
interests may design their own major from among two or more departmental 
curricula (see “Special Interdisciplinary Majors and Minors”)  .
 Majors in the professional schools must necessarily specialize more intensely 
than do those in the liberal arts  . Professional degrees in art, theatre arts, and 

The Academic 
Program



35

nursing require from 16 to 22  .25 units in the field of specialization  . Professional 
degrees in music require a total of 34 to 36 course units of which 24 to 26 units 
must be in music, depending upon the degree sought  . Liberal arts departments, 
with few exceptions, require no more than 10 courses in the major field 
while the bachelor’s degree requires a minimum total of 32 course units  . 
U
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study  . It may be undertaken sooner if the student has completed at least 7 of 
the 10 courses required for the major  . A proposed Special Interdisciplinary 
Major must receive preliminary approval from the chairs or direc tors of the 
participating departments, schools, or programs, and final approval from 
Curriculum Council  . The proposal should be submitted to Curriculum Council 
no earlier than fall semester of the sophomore year and no later than spring 
semester of the junior year  .
 Students wishing to construct a Special Interdisciplinary Minor must follow 
the same procedures and regulations for Special  Interdisciplinary Majors  . Because 
of the limited number of courses for a minor (5-7), special consideration must 
be given to the cohesiveness of the proposed program  .

Special Contract Majors and Minors
 A student proposing a Special Contract Major for a Bachelor of Arts degree 
must demonstrate that the proposed major achieves intellectual or career goals 
not met through the University’s existing curriculum  . The proposed major/
minor must have an intellectual framework that is well supported by the 
University’s curriculum and the expertise of the faculty  . Contract majors/minors 
may neither be used to re-design existing majors or minors nor to pursue areas 
of study that are outside of the University’s scope  . Special Contract Majors must 
include at least 10 courses chosen to achieve depth and cohesion in the area of 
study, and must be designed to fulfill all University graduation requirements 
related to the major (e  .g . it must include at least four 300-400 level courses, a 
Writing Intensive course in the major, etc  .) . Special Contract Majors should 
include a capstone course/experience appropriate to the discipline  . The senior 
project must be connected to a for-credit senior seminar, independent study, 
research experience, or internship  . The senior project is intended as a capstone 
experience and should ordinarily be undertaken in the final year of study  . It 
may be undertaken sooner if the student has completed 7 or the 10 courses 
required for the major  . A proposed Special Contract Major/Minor must receive 
preliminary approval from the faculty advisor of the Contract Major/Minor and 
any Chair or Director directly related to the proposed program of study, and the 
final approval from Curriculum Council  . The proposal should be submitted to 
Curriculum Council no earlier than fall semester of the sophomore year and no 
later than March 1st of the junior year  .
 Students wishing to construct a Special Contract Minor must follow the 
same procedures and regulations for Special Contract Majors  . Because of the 
limited number of courses for a minor (5-7), special consideration must be 
given to the cohesiveness of the proposed program of study  .

Minor Field of Study
 An optional minor establishes a structured program in a field other than the 
major  . The student may thus engage in a more systematic study of a second field 
than would occur in the Shared Curriculum  . Specific requirements for minors 
can be found in the various department and school listings  . The following 
general guidelines also apply:

 1 . A minor consists of 5-7 course units designated by the department/school/ 
program area  .
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 2 . A minimum grade point average of 2  .0 with no more than one course unit 
of “D” work is required in the minor  .

 3 . A minimum of two course units in upper division courses are required for 
the minor  . (numbered 300 or higher)

 4 . A co urse may count for Shared Curriculum, major and/or minor 
requirements  . A total of two courses may count toward the completion of any 
of the following combinations (major/major, major/minor, minor/minor)  .

5 . No courses taken under the credit/no credit option (see page 50) may count 
toward a minor  .

Academic Certificates
An optional certificate provides students with competence in a specific, 
real-world applicable skill or set of skills  . Some certificates are available as 
stand-alone options for non-degree seeking individuals, including qualified 
working professionals and high school students, who wish to expand their 
competence in a particular subject area  .
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Internships
 Many Illinois Wesleyan students enhance their education by participating in 
internships during the school year or in the summer  . Internships allow students 
the opportunity to apply classroom knowledge to real-world situations while 
gaining practical work experience in a field of study or career interest area  . 
Internships can take many forms: part-time or full-time, paid or unpaid, for 
academic credit or a non-credit experience  . 
 The Hart Career Center facilitates campus-wide coordination of internships 
for Illinois Wesleyan students and provides oversight for the academic internship 
program  . Visit the Hart Career Center website for more information about the 
internship program, as well as the formal guidelines, procedures and required 
forms for internships for academic credit  . 
Internships for Academic Credit 

 Many departments offer an option for students to receive academic credit 
for internships  . There are also University (UNIV) internships available for 
students whose majors do not offer an internship option  . Students who 
wish to receive academic credit are required to follow the official internship 
guidelines adopted by the faculty  . The guidelines require students to spend a 
minimum of 160 on-site hours for one full-course unit of credit (see below 
for variable credit options)  . Students are also required to complete additional 
academic work in addition to the on-site hours  . For specific requirements see 
the Guidelines for Internship Credit found on the Hart Career Center website  . 
https://www.iwu.edu/career-center/internships/

Registration Procedures Internship Enrollment 

 Students will meet with the instructor who will supervise the internship in 
order to identify the learning goals, complete the Internship Learning Contract and 
return it to the Hart Career Center, Minor Myers, jr  . Welcome Center  . (Learning 
Contracts are available in the Hart Career Center or on the Career Center website  .) 
Signatures of the supervising instructor and internship site supervisor are required 
on the Learning Contract  . It must be submitted before the last day to add a class 
deadline for fall, spring or Summer Term credit  . Credit can only be requested for 
the term in which the majority of the internship hours are completed  . 
 Students have the first five days of the Summer Internship Session to add or drop 
a summer internship course for academic credit  . The last day to withdraw (with 
a W) from a summer internship is 7 weeks after the beginning of the Summer 
Internship Session  . Specific add, drop, and withdraw dates are published in the 
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 •  Employers will engage interns in the duties and responsibilities listed in the 
Internship Learning Contract and complete an evaluation of the student at 
the end of their internship  .

 •  Faculty or instructional staff (when appropriate) advisors will complete 
the Internship Learning Contract with assignments appropriate to the 
course level of the internship and consult the Guidelines for Internships 
Completed for Academic Credit and Faculty Manual for Internships, 
available through the Hart Career Center, for best practices in advising 
an internship

Internship Numbering for Academic Credit

Academic internships may be offered at up to three course levels as determined 
by the school, department, or program and the academic work assigned by 
your faculty or instructional staff advisor  . See the Guidelines for Internships 
Completed for Academic Credit and Faculty Manual for Internships, available 
through the Hart Career Center for academic work examples  .
 •   
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stan dards, however, vary from program to program  . Most applications are due 
in t he International Office by March 1 for study abroad during the summer, 
fall semester, or academic year; October 1 for study abroad during the spring 
semester; and November 1 for  May/Summer applications  . Some semester and 
yearlong programs, however, have different deadlines, so students are advised 
to speak with the International Office  .
 T

http://abroad.iwu.edu
http://www.iwu.edu/studyabroad
http://abroad.iwu.edu
http://www.travel.state.gov
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provider, the Office of Financial Assets Control (OFAC), the Overseas 
Security Advisor y Council (OSAC), our study abroad partners, NAFSA: 
Association of International Educators, and travel advice issued by foreign 
governments  . In making individual decisions concerning participation in 
any University-sponsored international travel, whether for academic credit 
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 2 . As permitted under University policy, students may transfer credit to 
IWU from approved non-IWU study abroad programs  . However, if 
before the start of the program the U  .S . Department of State issues a 
Level 3 or Level 4 advisor y for the location in which a student plans to 
study, travel there will be prohibited and no credit will be granted unless 
an appeal is filed and an exemption granted by the Provost (or his/her 
designee)  . The student is responsible for determining whether a Level 3 
or Level 4 advisor y has been issued for the location in which a student 
plans to study  .

 3 . IWU co mmunity members participate in University-sponsored travel for 
reasons other than study abroad (e  .g ., research, conference attendance, 
international athletic competition, volunteerism)  . If before travel occurs 
the U  .S . Department of State issues a Level 3 or Level 4 advisor y for the 
location to which travel is planned, travel there will be prohibited and 
no University funds will be provided unless an appeal is filed and an 
exemption granted by the Provost (or his/her designee)  .

 4 . The University also reserves the right to take the following actions, in its 
sole discretion, in the event a Level 3 or Level 4 Travel Advisory is issued 
or changed before, during, or after an IWU community member arrives in 
the affected location:

 •  Suspend all IWU programs in the location  .
 •  Require the completion of a special Release & Assumption of Risk 

Agreement and, if under the age of 18, consent from parents or 
guardians in order to remain in the location  .

 •  Withdraw credit for study in the location on any non-IWU programs  .
 •  Decline to provide funding or process financial aid for activities in 

the location  .
 •  Require students, faculty, and staff to depart the location  .

 All decisions described above shall be made by the Provost (or his/her 
designee), in consultation with the Director of the International Office and 
legal counsel  . Please contact the International Office if you have questions or 
concerns about this policy update  .
 Anyone participating in “University sponsored” international travel must 
register their travel plans by completing the IWU Travel Registry  . The IWU 
Travel Registry can be found at abroad  .iwu  .edu  .

REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT POLICIES
 All processes relating to enrollment in courses and the maintenance and 
distribution of student academic records are administered by the Office of 
the Registrar  . All students must confer with their academic advisors prior to 
registration for each upcoming term  . An advising period is scheduled each 
semester and can be found on the academic calendar  . New students matriculating 
in the fall register for courses during Rising Titan and Transfer Student Orientation 
sessions over the summer  . New students matriculating in the spring semester will 
attend orientation prior to the start of spring semester on a date designated in the 
academic calendar, typically in January  .

http://abroad.iwu.edu
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found on the academic calendar: during November for the spring semester and 
Summer term, and during April for the following fall term  .

Course Units and Credit
 The University awards credit of two types: DEGREE credit, which counts 
toward the minimum academic course requirement for a degree, and NON-
DEGREE credit, which is awarded in areas such as physical education and 
music ensembles (for non-music majors)  . As a general rule, all courses 
for degree credit are valued at one course unit of credit, unless specifically 
stated otherwise in the Catalog or Program of Classes, regardless of the level 
of instruction or the academic department where the course is offered  . For 
comparative purposes a course unit earned prior to the fall semester 1995 was 
valued at 3  .5 semester hours or 5  .25 quarter hours; a course unit earned during 
o r after the fall semes ter 1995 is equivalent to 4 semester hours or 6 quarter 
hours  . Non-degree credits are recorded on the student’s transcript and may be 
required for graduation (for example, physical education activity courses), but 
these do not affect the student’s grade point average and do not count in the 
accumulation of the minimum course units required for a degree  . 
 Partial credit cannot be given for partial completion of course requirements  . 
As indicated in the listings, some courses are offered on a credit-no credit basis  .
 Ideally, all course units will make approximately the same total demands 
upon a student’s time: ten to twelve hours per week per course (including 
scheduled class meeting time and time needed to complete all assignments) as 
a rule of thumb during a regular semester  . This ideal is an approximation for 
a hypothetical “average” student  . Actual time spent on any given course will 
inevitably vary greatly according to a student’s ability, aptitude, and motivation 
with respect to the given subject matter  .
 While the University’s schedule of class periods is set up to provide for 
three hours of meeting time per week for each course, instructors may design 
courses which involve less class time and proportionately more homework; 
or more classroom time with proportionately less time for study or other 
activities  . As examples of the flexibility available in the system; some science 
classes might require classes and lab sessions totalling as much as seven hours 
per week; and courses in the humanities or social sciences might suspend 
regular class meetings in favor of individual conferences during one or more 
weeks of the term  .

Course Load
NORMAL LOAD: Students with majors in the College of Liberal Arts or 
Schools of Nursing, Art, or Theatre Arts normally may not take more than 
four course units per semester exclusive of the partial units associated with 
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load  . This overload policy applies to courses taken elsewhere for transfer as 
well as taken at Illinois Wesleyan  .

Classification of Students
FULL-TIME STUDENTS: Students in the following categories who are enrolled 
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 Experimental courses may be offered by the faculty as they try out new 
or innovative material prior to its introduction into the standard curriculum  . 
Experimental courses are numbered 175-275-375  . Because they are offered on an 
experimental basis, these courses are not listed in the Catalog.

Summer Term
 The Summer Term provides opportunities for students to supplement their 
fall and spring coursework with select online, in-person, and travel courses  . 
Students use summer coursework to gain new experiences, facilitate the pursuit 
of second majors and minors, and to fulfill graduation requirements  . Although 
courses fulfilling Shared Curriculum criteria are frequently offered during 
summer, there is no guarantee that specific Shared Curriculum courses will be 
offered in a specific summer  . Students are advised to make steady progress on 
these academic requirements during the fall and spring semesters  .
 Seniors who are within two requirements of graduation and are enrolled 
in summer courses that will fulfill those requirements may participate in the 
Commencement ceremony  . Students completing requirements in the Summer 
Term will have their degree awarded and receive their diploma at the end of 
August  . Seniors who have their degrees conferred in spring, may register for 
summer session courses as non-degree-seeking students  .
Summer Term Travel Courses

 Travel course offerings vary by year  . Standard Summer Term tuition does 
not apply to travel courses; each course has its own costs, determined by length 
and type of travel and destination  . For information about individual travel 
course offerings, visit the abroad.iwu.edu website  . Students are required to 
complete a Summer Term Travel Course Application (application available 
at abroad.iwu.edu) and to receive permission from the instructor to register 
for a domestic or international travel course  . 
Summer Term Tuition and Fee Policies

 Some summer offerings require a course fee that is in addition to the standard 
Summer Term tuition  . Course fees are used to fund course-related field trips, 
transportation, theater tickets, meals, software, etc  . See the current web-based 
registration system for specific course fee information  .
 There will be no refunds for Summer Term tuition or additional individual 
course fees after midnight on the last day to add/drop classes for the session  . 
Students enrolled in any Summer Term course (including but not limited 
to physical education courses, internships, and directed studies) after 12:00 
midnight on the last day to add/drop will be charged Summer Term tuition and 
any additional course fees  .
Financial Aid Policies for Summer Term

 While Illinois Wesleyan does not provided any IWU assistance (loans or grants) 
for Summer Term tuition or travel courses, students can pursue private educational 
loans or PLUS (Federal Parent Loans) to assist them with these charges  . Additionally, 
Pell-eligible students who achieve half-time status by enrolling in two or more units 
of Illinois Wesleyan summer coursework that fulfill degree requirements should 
consult with the financial aid office about Pell support for their summer coursework  . 
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Summer Term Registration

 Registration and advising for Summer Term courses begins in the fall semester
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instruction for that term  . Once enrolled, the student cannot change the mode 
o f their course  .
•  In-Person (P): Learning takes place in regularly scheduled, real-time, face-
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Changes in Registration
 ADD/DROP and WITHDRAW are the terms commonly used to refer to 
changes in courses a student is enrolled in after a student has registered for the 
term  . Such changes may be made according to the following schedule–
TIME FOR ADDING OR DROPPING A COURSE: Courses may be added 
(enrolled in) or dropped (disenrolled in with no record of enrollment) (a) 
during the first five class days of the fall and spring semesters; (b) during the 
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is given for auditing, nor is work counted toward a degree  . Students may 
request to audit courses that have a lab component by submitting a Petition 
for Academic Exception  . A student auditing a course may be dropped for non-
attendance at the discretion of the instructor or the University  .
 Students who are enrolled full-time may audit one course each semester (fall and 
spring) for no additional tuition charge  . Full-time students who are taking a course 
overload and wish to audit a class in addition to the overload will be charged the 
auditing fee  . Part-time students will be charged the auditing fee for each course 
audited  . Full-time students will be charged the auditing fee for each course audited 
during the summer term  .

Repeating a Course
 Only courses graded below a “C-” may be repeated  . All grades for any 
courses taken, whether repeated or not, and whether taken at IWU or not, 
remain permanently on the IWU transcript; however, only the grade and credit 
recorded the last time the course was taken may be used in the calculation of 
the GPA and credits earned  . Only grades earned at IWU, including off-campus 
and affiliated study abroad programs, are used to calculate the GPA  . Therefore, 
repeating a course elsewhere may remove an IWU grade and credit from the 
GPA calculation, but transferred-in grades and credits will not be included in 
the calculation  .

Credit/No Credit Option 
 When a student selects this option, the final grade in the course will be 
either Credit or No Credit  . Instructors are not notified and regular grades 
are submitted to the Registrar, who converts them according to the uniform 
standard of Credit for grades of “C-” and above, and No Credit for grades of 
“D” or “F”  .
 In order to be eligible to take a course for Credit/No Credit, a student must 
have completed eight course units, must be in good standing (GPA of 2  .0 or 
above)  . The Credit/No Credit option may be elected only by declaring this 
intention in the Office of the Registrar during the first five class days of the 
fall and spring semesters–it may not be done on the web-based registration 
system  . The option may be dropped within the regular period for withdraw  .
 No more than one Credit/No Credit course may be taken in a single term, 
and no more than six such courses may be taken by an individual student at 
Illinois Wesleyan  . No course originally taken for a grade may be retaken for 
Credit/No Credit  .
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 When departments offer courses for Credit/No Credit only, the policies 
apply ing to the student–selected Credit/No Credit option do not apply  .

Class Attendance
 The Registrar may cancel the registration of any student who fails to initiate 
attendance at the beginning of a term  . Attendance policies are established by 
individual faculty members for each class and therefore may vary from course 
to course  . Students may expect the course attendance policy to be stated in 
the syllabus for that course  . However, in general, students are expected to 
attend classes regularly  . In cases of unavoidable absence, it is the student’s 
responsibility to inform the faculty member of the cause  . At the request of 
a student, the Arnold Health Services may be able to provide the faculty 
member with medical documentation  . It is also the student’s responsibility 
to inform faculty members of any absences because of University-approved 
functions  . While University-sponsored non-academic activities which conflict 
with class schedules do not automatically take precedence over regular class 
work, faculty members are requested to exercise reasonable flexibility in 
accommodating students involved in such activities  .
 When a student misses class repeatedly the instructor is encouraged to 
report the situation to the Dean of Students, who will issue a warning and 
arrange counseling  . When a student is absent from class either in excess of the 
absences permitted by the policy of the instructor or so that in the instructor’s 
judgement it is impossible for the student to successfully complete the course, 
the instructor can request that the student be excluded from further class 
attendance  . Unless the student can demonstrate a cogent reason to be allowed 
to remain in the course, this action will be taken by the Registrar  . 

Religious Accommodations
 Illinois Wesleyan University affirms the religious and secular diversity of its 
students, faculty, and staff  . Out of respect for this diversity–and because there are 
times when the academic calendar conflicts with these major holidays–faculty, 
staff, and students are encouraged to refrain from scheduling campus events 
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of classes  . Students are encouraged to prepare for final exams throughout 
t he semester and to use reading day(s) for further preparation  . These 
recommendations allow for better student and faculty member preparation for 
final exams  .

Grade Designations and Quality Points
 Credit at Illinois Wesleyan University is awarded on the basis of criteria 
of subject mastery or competence  . The University does not use a uniform 
range of percentage scores in determining letter grades, nor does it award a 
predetermined percentage of letter grades in the various grade categories  .
 A s tudent’s cumulative grade average (GPA) is based on grades earned at 
Illinois Wesleyan University  . It is determined by dividing the total number of 
earned quality points by the total number of graded units of credit for which 
he or she has been enrolled at IWU, including off-campus and affiliated study 
abroad programs  . Student academic performance is evaluated according to 
the following system of grade and quality point designations:
Only letter grades count toward the GPA,
 A, A-  Credit for work of superior quality  .
 B+, B, B-  Credit for work of good to very good quality  .
 C+, C  Credit for work of acceptable but not distinguished quality  .
 C-  Credit for work of marginal quality  .
 D  Credit for work of poor quality  .
 F  Failure  .
 CR  – Cr edit: indicates passing work counted in computing grade point average  .
 NC  –  N o Credit: not counted in computing grade point average  .
 IN –  I ncomplete: this mark is used in cases where course requirements are 
not completed because of circumstances beyond the control of the student  . 
The designation IN is not counted in computing cumulative grade point 
average  . At the time the grade is given, the instructor must also file with the 
Registrar a form for Processing Incomplete with the reason the incomplete is 
being requested by the student, remaining course requirements to be fulfilled, 
instructions for submitting the completed work, the date that work is due, and 
the permanent grade that will be recorded in the event that the IN designation 
is not removed by the given due date  . The normal date for completion of an 
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the first 10 weeks of a semester, during the first three days of the Summer 
May, June, July sessions, or during the first 15 days of a seven-week course  . 
Courses designated as W are not counted in computing grade point average  . 
(s ee University Calendar for actual date)  . The W designation may also indicate 
official withdrawal from the University  .
 NR – N ot Reported: an administrative mark used only when grades have not 
been reported to the Office of the Registrar  . If not changed to a passing grade 
within one regular semester, the NR mark converts to the grade of F or, in the case 
of Credit/No Credit courses, into the grade NC  .
Q
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 GPA at the end of one full year of college study must be 1  .5 or higher  .
 GPA at the end of two full years of college study must be 1  .8 or higher  .
 GPA at the end of three full years of college study must be 2  .0 or higher  .
 Beyond three years of college study the student must maintain at least a 2  .0 
cumulative grade point average through graduation  .
 Students who have been academically disqualified may apply for readmission 
to the University only through the Registrar’s Office and must complete the 
Petition for Reinstatement to study at the University  .

Student-Athlete Eligibility
To be eligible for participation in the University’s intercollegiate athletic program, 
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Application for Permission to Leave the University and returned it to the Dean 
of Students  . A grade of W may be assigned if the withdrawal occurs prior to the 
final withdraw date for the semester  .

CREDIT FOR WORK EXTERNAL TO ILLINOIS WESLEYAN
 Only courses taken at institutions accredited by the appropriate regional 
accrediting association may be presented for transfer  .
 IWU degree candidates may use up to 16 course units earned externally 
towards the completion of their degree  . An exception may be made for students 
who matriculate to Illinois Wesleyan following the closure of their colleges or 
universities  . Such students may graduate with fewer than two years and 16  
course units and courses in residence if they have completed three years of 
study at their previous institutions and satisfactorily completed the equivalent 
of the IWU general education and major requirements  . All eligible coursework 
completed prior to matriculation at Illinois Wesleyan may be counted toward 
a degree for these students  . Such students must complete a minimum of eight 
course units (two full semesters) before graduating from Illinois Wesleyan  .
 No more than 50% of a major, minor, or certificate may be taken elsewhere  . 
An exception may be made for students who matriculate to Illinois Wesleyan 
following the closure of their colleges and universities  . In such cases, all equivalent 
major, minor, or certificate courses, as determined by the University may be 
counted toward degree completion at Illinois Wesleyan  .
 Any course that Illinois Wesleyan University considers to be less than 
 .66 course units will not satisfy a Shared Curriculum, major, minor, or 
certificate requirement  .
 Course credits with grades below a “C” will not transfer to Illinois 
Wesleyan University  . Pass/fail graded courses will not be accepted, except from 
institutions that define ‘pass’ as C or better  . Illinois Wesleyan University does 
not award transfer credit for pre-collegiate coursework taught at the college 
level, College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) exams, Prior Learning 
Assessments (PLA), or coursework earned in a professional training capacity 
(e .g . air conditioning, automotive technology, culinary arts, travel management, 
paralegal studies, fashion design, child care, electronics, and medical office 
assistant)  . Credits earned from regionally accredited institutions in disciplines 
other than those in the IWU curriculum can be accepted for elective and unit 
credit, and may meet Shared Curriculum requirements  .
 Credit awarded by examination may present unique problems not generally 
addressed herein  . Specific questions on the transferability of credit awarded by 
examination should be directed to the Registrar  .
 All degree candidates must complete a minimum of 2 years and 16 course 
units and courses in residence  .
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 For purposes of incoming transfer, the University applies a conversion 
factor of one course unit per 4 semester hours of credit, or 6 quarter hours, 
excluding credits earned in courses for which IWU does not grant degree credit  . 
Prospective transfer students should submit transcripts of prior college work to 
the Admissions Office with their application materials  . College transcripts will 
be forwarded to the Registrar for evaluation with regard to credits which will be 
accepted in transfer and credits which may apply to various degree requirements  .
 F
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 7 . Credit from AP, IB, and Cambridge or similar programs may be counted 
toward fulfillment of major, minor, or certificate requirements as outlined 
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Portuguese Elective, 1 unit ML 201, 1 unit; LA

Psychology Elective, 1 unit PSYC 100, 1 unit; LSI

Sociology Elective, 1 unit SOC 101, 1 unit; CSI

Spanish Elective, 1 unit SPAN 201, 1 unit; LA

Spanish Language and Literature Elective, 1 unit SPAN 201, 1 unit; LA

Tamil Elective, 1 unit ML 201, 1 unit; LA

Telugu Elective, 1 unit ML 201, 1 unit; LA

Thinking Skills Elective, 1 unit Elective, 1 unit

Travel and Tourism Elective, 1 unit Elective, 1 unit

Urdu Elective, 1 unit ML 201, 1 unit; LA

Urdu - Pakistan only Elective, 1 unit ML 201, 1 unit; LA

College Credit Earned Prior to High School Graduation
 Illinois Wesleyan University will recognize college credit earned prior to high 
school graduation if the following conditions are satisfied: 
 1 . An official transcript has been sent directly from the credit granting 

institution of higher education  .
 2 . All other appropriate provisions of this Catalog are met (see Credit by 

Examination and Transfer Credit)  .

Seal of Biliteracy
 IWU accep ts the State Seal of Biliteracy for the second language Shared 
Curriculum requirement  . This policy is consistent with accepting AP credit for 
language  . Credit for the seal is not processed automatically  . It is the student’s 
responsibility to request credit for their seal within the first three academic years 
after graduation from high school  . The Registrar’s Office will verify the Seal of 
Biliteracy on the official final high school transcript  . Students with a verified 
Seal of Biliteracy will receive one course unit of credit (4 semester hours) and 
will meet the IWU Shared Curriculum second language requirement  .

Students Transferring into the University
 To facilitate transfer, Illinois Wesleyan University has joined the Illinois 
Articulation Initiative (IAI; www.itransfer.org ) as a receiving institution  . This 
guarantees that students who have completed the General Education Core 
Curriculum (GECC) at any participating institution will have satisfied the 
General Education requirements at Illinois Wesleyan  . This initiative is in effect 
for students who began college during or after summer 1998  . 
 All transfer students (including those transferring in with the IAI GECC 
package) must have a 2  .00 cumulative grade average for all college work, and for 
all work completed at Illinois Wesleyan, in order to qualify for an undergraduate 
degree  . Courses with grades of less than C will not be accepted for transfer  .
 Transfer students who have completed the IAI will still be required to satisfy 
other graduation requirements (including the other aspects of the Shared 
Curriculum: Encountering Diversity and Physical Education)  .

The Academic 
Program

http://www.itransfer.org
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repertoire proposed for the senior recital and shall have the approval of 
the major teacher  . Candidates selected shall be recognized through an 
Honor Recital  .

Research Honors
 The University encourages qualified students to pursue projects of original 
research under the guidance of a faculty member  . Students should discuss their 
interest in Research Honors with their academic advisor in order to determine 
whether they qualify  .
 Students who have a cumulative GPA of 3  .25 or higher meet the first 
requirement for qualifying for Research Honors  . Students must also have a 3  .5 
cumulative GPA in the field in which they want to pursue research  . In addition, 

http://www.iwu.edu/research/honors-research.html


66

Chemistry

THE PROFESSOR DAVID BAILEY PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY(2003) . Established 
by IWU faculty and alumni, this prize is given in memory of David N  . Bailey, 
Professor of Chemistry from 1980 to 2003 and Chair of the Chemistry 
Department from 1980 to 1989  . It honors outstanding achievement in the field 
of Chemistry  .
FRANKLIN SPENCER MORTIMER AWARD (1969) . Given to a senior 
chemistr y major for outstanding contributions to the department of 
chemistr y  . This award named for Franklin Spencer Mortimer, professor of 
chemistr y at Illinois Wesleyan University from 1921 to 1945, was established 
by Harold C  . Hodge  .
Economics

THE MARGARET CHAPMAN MEMORIAL AWARD IN ECONOMICS 
(2014) . Established by the Economics Department to honor the life of Margaret 
Chapman and her many years of dedicated service to Illinois Wesleyan, this 
award is presented annually to a senior economics major for academic excellence 
and outstanding engagement within the discipline and the department  .
English-Writing

ARTHUR WILLIAM HINNERS POETRY PRIZE . The Academy of American 
Poets sponsors these annual contests in over 150 American colleges and 
universities  . Winning poems are eligible for publication by the Academy  . 
Student poets submit portfolios of two to ten original poems to judges in the 
English department  .
THE ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
PRIZE FOR SHORT FICTION Began in 1997 as a way to promote and 
encourage aspiring fiction writers at IWU  .
THE ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
ESSAY PRIZE
NIKKI KAYE PAPE PRESIDENT’S CLUB AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
WRITING (1971) . Established by Professor Max Pape, the award is given 
at Commencement to the graduating senior selected by the faculty of the 
English department for the best selection of writing prepared during the 
academic year  .
Fine Arts

HOPE ELLEN PAPE PRESIDENT’S CLUB AWARD IN FINE ARTS (1971)  . 
Established by Professor Max Pape, the award is given at Commencement to the 
graduating senior demonstrating outstanding accomplishment in Art, Music, 
or Theatre Arts  .
Humanities

DONALD R . KOEHN MEMORIAL AWARD (2003) . Established by family 
and friends of Donald R  . Koehn,  Professor of Philosophy from 1972 to 1994, 
this award is given at commencement to a graduating senior for outstanding 
achievement in the humanities  .

The Academic 
Program
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FRANCES D . ALIKONIS MEMORIAL AWARD (1965) . Established by Justin J  . 
Alikonis, the award is made to the outstanding student in the sophomore class 
of the School of Nursing  . 
HERMES CALVERT ’86 SCHOLARSHIP Awarded to a third year student  . 
FINFGELD FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP Endowed nursing scholarship for 
students receiving Financial Aid from the University  . 
PATRICIA GIESE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
DELORES HELSLEY-ASCHER SCHOLARSHIP Endowed nursing scholarship 
for students receiving Financial Aid from the University  .
CAROLINE F . RUPERT NURSING AWARD (1961) . Established by Mrs  . 
Rupert, the award is given at Commencement to the outstanding senior 
nursing major  .
MARY D . SHANKS SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED BY UPSILON PI 
ALUMNI CHAPTER OF ALPHA TAU DELTA Awarded to a third year student  .
SARA M . STEVENSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP Awarded to a first 
year student  .
Psychology

PSI CHI AWARD (1986) . Established by the local chapter of Psi Chi, the national 
psychology honorary organization, the Psi Chi award is given to the outstanding 
senior psychology major  .
Social Sciences

ROBERT S . ECKLEY PRESIDENT’S CLUB AWARD IN SOCIAL 
SCIENCE (1971) . Established by Professor Max Pape, the award is given at 
Commencement to the graduating senior selected for outstanding achievement 
in the social sciences  .
Theatre Arts

JOHN L . CLARK DRAMA PRIZE (1987) . Established by family and friends 
of John L  . Clark, former Dean and University Professor at Illinois Wesleyan 
University, this award is given at Commencement to a graduating senior with 
high academic achievement and outstanding creative skills  .
LARRY SHUE ENDOWMENT PRIZE (1985) . Established by friends of the late 
Larry Shue, playwright and Illinois Wesleyan alumnus of 1968, the prize is given 
at Commencement to a graduating senior who shows potential as a professional 
playwright and outstanding talent in theatre arts  .
Awards and Prizes in Areas of Special Recognition
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HARVEY BEUTNER AWARD FOR JOURNALISTIC EXCELLENCE . Presented 
in honor of Dr  . Harvey Beutner, who advised campus media for a quarter 
century and was the recipient of the University’s highest teaching award  . 
EXCELLENCE IN ADVANCING ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
LINCOLN LAUREATE AWARD Presented for excellence in curricular and 
extra curricular activities to seniors from each of the state’s four-year, degree-
granting colleges and universities, and one student from the community 
colleges in Illinois  .
M . ROSS ANDERSON ’27 SCHOLARSHIP (1985)  . Established by family and 
friends of M  . Ross Anderson, the award is given each semester to the active member 
of Alpha Iota Chapter of Sigma Chi with the highest academic achievement  .
OUTSTANDING SENIOR IN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
OUTSTANDING SENIOR IN HISPANIC STUDIES
PHI KAPPA PHI AWARD (2002) The Phi Kappa Phi Graduation Prize 
recognizes an outstanding senior member of PKP with exceptional promise for 
graduate or professional study  . 
W .E . SCHULTZ AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN MEDIA MANAGEMENT 
Presented in honor of former IWU English professor Dr  . W .E . Schultz, who 
founded the Gamma Upsilon media honorary society and penned the lyrics to 
“Alma Mater Wesleyan  .”
WEIR FELLOWS – ARC Weir Fellows work on projects that have been 
thoughtfully developed using action research strategies  .

The Academic 
Program
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