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OFFICERS OF 
THE BOARD
Herbert A. Getz ’77 
Secretary
Nancy J. Hutson ’71  
Vice Chair 
W. Thomas Lawrence ’80 
Vice Chair 
Edward B. Rust, Jr. ’72 
Vice Chair 
Timothy J Szerlong ’74 
Chair
Robert K. Zimmermann ’71 
Treasurer 

TRUSTEES
Ex Officio
S. Georgia Nugent (2019) 
President of the University, 
Bloomington, Illinois
Frank J. Beard (2016) 
Resident Bishop, 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
United Methodist Church, 
Springfield, Illinois
Andy Shirk (2022) 
President 
Beer Nuts, Inc. 
Bloomington, Illinois
Dirk Behrends ’87 (2021) 
President, Illinois Wesleyan University 
Alumni Association, 
Vice President, Association Solutions 
Fonteva, LLC 
Arlington, VA

For the term  
expiring in 2023
Richard S. Ames (2002) 
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Thomas C. McKinney, Jr. ’76 (1991) 
Pediatrician, 
St. Louis Pediatric Associates, Inc., 
Chesterfield, Missouri
Mark W. Ohlendorf ’82 (2014) 
Former President and Chief  
Financial Officer,  
Brookdale Senior Living, Inc. 
Rio Verde, Arizona
Martina L. Scanlan ’87 (2017) 
Publisher, Interiors & Sources 
Magazine. Principle, The Wig Exchange, 
San Francisco Bay Area (retired), 
Lafayette, California
Kimberly Sterling ’92 (2020) 
Operations Vice President 
State Farm Insurance Companies, 
Bloomington, Illinois
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Danielle M. Kays ’01 (2019) 
Commercial Litigation Attorney, 
Labor & Employment Department, 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Chicago, Illinois

W. Thomas Lawrence ’80 (2007) 
Tax Managing Partner, 
Ernst & Young LLP (retired), 
Hudson, Illinois

Kathy Larey Lewton ’70 (1992) 
Principal, Lewton, Seekins & Trester, 
Danvers, Illinois

Ann E. Marquis Fisher ’82 (2016) 
Personal Banking Officer,  
Wells Fargo Bank, (retired), 
Paradise Valley, Arizona

Sundeep V. Mullangi ’97 (2016) 
Managing Director in Investment 
Research, 
PPM America, 
Chicago, Illinois

Thomas J. Neis ’70 (2002) 
Owner, Neis Insurance Agency, Inc., 
Crystal Lake, Illinois

Edward B. Rust, Jr. ’72, H ’94 (1985) 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, 
State Farm Insurance Companies, 
(retired), 
Bloomington, Illinois

Stephanie Whyte ’91 (2022) 
Senior Clinical Solutions Medical 
Director – Aetna Medicaid 
Frankfort, Illinois

Robert K. Zimmerman ’71 (2013) 
Vice President of Energizer Holdings, 
(retired), 
St. Louis, Missouri

Honorary
Miles Buckinghamshire, the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire (1995)  
Buckinghamshire, England

Howard F. Fricke ’60, H ’09 and 
Sharon Fricke ’60 (2011) 
Reno, Nevada

Kent W. Wallace ’62 (2011) 
Dallas, Texas

Emeriti 
Marvin D. Bower ’45 (1976)  
Scottsdale, Arizona
Cathy T. Carswell ’65 (1996)  
Greenwich, Connecticut

Ronald B. Cate ’54 (1984) 
Wildrose, Wisconsin

Gilbert L. Dorsey ’62 (1992) 
Bloomington, Illinois

Robert E. Field ’67 (1990) 
New Lenox, Illinois

David W. Gaffron (1999) 
Bloomington, Illinois

Craig C. Hart H ’08 (1981) 
Hudson, Illinois

J. Richard Hull ’55 (1977)  
Sarasota, Florida

John E. Jordan ’57 (1992) 
Urbana, Illinois

Parker Kemp (2000) 
Lexington, Illinois

Garry D. Kinder ’55 (1990) 
Dallas, Texas

Rebie R. Kingston H ’96 (1994) 
West Bloomfield, Michigan

John W. Maitland, Jr. (1983) 
Bloomington, Illinois

Robert E. Page ’58, H ’86 (2003) 
Rancho Santa Fe, California

J. William Roberts ’64 (2006, 2014) 
Springfield, Illinois

Ronald L. Ruecker ’66 (2002) 
Webster Groves, Missouri

James A. Shirk (1987) 
Bloomington, Illinois

Sidney G. Smith ’60 (1971) 
Carbondale, Illinois

Anne Colwell Tryon (1988) 
Frankfort, Michigan

Byron Tucci ’66 (2010) 
Bloomington, Illinois
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICERS AND STAFF
Presidents of  
Illinois Wesleyan
1.	 Clinton W. Sears	 1855-1857
2.	
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Advancement and 
Alumni Engagement
Steve Seibring ’81, B.A. 
	 Vice President for Advancement
Bob Geraty ’98, M.S. 
	 Assistant Vice President for  
	 Advancement 
Gina Mandros, B.A. 
	 Assistant Vice President for  
	 Advancement
Bob Murray ’82, M.S. 
	 Associate Vice President for 
	 Advancement Strategy
Colleen Dugo, B.A. 
	 Director of Stewardship
Jordan Fish, C.F.P, M.B.A. 
	 Director for Advancement and  
	 Planned Giving
Val Hawkins ’09, M.S. 
	 Director of Annual Giving
Kaylee Kurtz, M.Ed. 
	 Director of Alumni Engagement
Erich Lieser ’18, B.A. 
	 Assistant Director of Reunion  
	 Programs
Van Miller ’04, B.A. 
	 Associate Director for Advancement
Mikayla Moore, B.A. 
	 Assistant Director of Annual Giving
Christopher A. Murray ’91, B.S. 
	 Senior Director for Advancement
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THE FACULTY 
(effective August, 2022)
	 In the case of two comma-separated 
dates, the first indicates year of first 
appointment to the faculty; the second, 
year of appointment to present rank or 
emeritus status. 
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Roger A. Garrett, M.M. 
Associate Professor of Music (1988, 2020) 
B.M., M.M., University of Michigan.

Timothy J. Garvey, Ph.D. 
Professor of Art (1980, 2011) 
B.A., M.A., University of Minnesota;  
M.A., University of Minnesota-Duluth;  
Ph.D., University of Minnesota.

David M. Gehrenbeck, S.M.D. 
Professor of Music (1971, 1996) 
B.A. Macalester College; 
S.M.M., S.M.D., Union Theological 
Seminary.

Nina Gordon, D.M.A. 
Associate Professor of Music (1999, 2019) 
B.M., Moscow Conservatory; 
M.M., University of Tel Aviv; 
D.M.A., University of Kansas.

Dennis E. Groh, Ph.D. 
University Chaplain and Professor of 
Humanities/Archeology (1996, 2006) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University; 
B.D., Garrett Theological Seminary; 
Ph.D., Northwestern University.

Donna L. Hartweg, Ph.D. 
Caroline F. Rupert Chair of Nursing 
(1998-2010) and Professor of Nursing 
(1978, 2010) 
Director of the School of Nursing (1991-
2009) 
B.S.N., University of Iowa;  
M.S. Ed., Illinois State University;  
M.S., University of Illinois; 
Ph.D., Wayne State University.

Sheila R. Jesek-Hale, D.N.Sc. 
Associate Professor of Nursing (1986, 
2008) 
B.S.N., Millikin University; 
M.S.N., Texas Women’s University; 
D.N.Sc., Rush University.

J. Robert Hippensteele, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology (1974, 2015) 
B.S., Hampden-Sydney College;  
Ph.D., University of California-Berkeley.

Frederick B. Hoyt, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Business 
Administration (1987, 2019) 
B.A., University of Chicago;  
M.B.A., Illinois State University; 
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Melvyn W. Jeter, Ph.D. 
Professor of Mathematics (1986, 2020) 
B.S., Midwestern State University;  
M.S., North Texas State University;  
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University.

Robin L. Leavitt, Ph.D. 
Professor of Educational Studies (1995, 2017) 
B.A., Ripon College; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Thomas D. Lutze, Ph.D. 
Professor of History (1996, 2022) 
B.A., M.A., Ph.D., University of 
Wisconsin–Madison.

Rebecca Mafazy, Ph.D. 
Professor of Anthropology (1999, 2022) 
B.A., Mount Holyoke College; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Florida.

James D. Matthews, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of French (1986, 2018) 
B.A., Albion College;  
M.A., Ph.D., University of Michigan.

Vadim Mazo, M.M. 
Professor of Music (1987, 2020) 
B.M., Vitebsk Music College, U.S.S.R;  
M.M., Belorussian State Conservatory, 
U.S.S.R.

Marcia McDonald, M.F.A. 
Associate Professor of Theatre Arts (1998, 
2018) 
B.F.A., University of Pennslyvania; 
M.F.A., Brandeis University.

Sherilyn McElroy, M.S. 
Professor of Art (1988, 2018) 
B.S., M.S., Illinois State University.

Sharie A. Metcalfe, Ph.D. 
Professor of Nursing (1979, 2008) 
B.S., Bradley University;  
M.S.N., University of Illinois; 
Ph.D., Wayne State University.

Carren Moham, D.M.A. 
Professor of Music (1998, 2011) 
B.A., Northeastern State University, 
Oklahoma; 
M.M., The University of Oklahoma; 
D.M.A., The Ohio State University.

William E. Morris, Ph.D. 
Professor of Philosophy (2000, 2012) 
B.A., Rhodes College; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Virginia.
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Robert L. Mowery, Ph.D. 
Professor, Library (1968, 1998) 
B.S. in M.E., Purdue University;  
B.D., Garrett Theological Seminary;  
M.S.L.S., University of Illinois;  
M.A., Ph.D., Northwestern University.

Pamela B. Muirhead, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of English (1972, 1989) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University;  
M.A., Northwestern University;  
Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Carole A. Myscofski, Ph.D. 
McFee Professor of Religion (2011-2022) 
and Professor of Religion (1991, 2022) 
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Susan L. Swanlund, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Nursing (2002, 
2016) 
B.S., Illinois Wesleyan University; 
M.S., Texas Womans University; 
Ph.D., Saint Louis University.

Alice E. Swift, M.S.N. 
Assistant Professor of Nursing (1972, 1999) 
Diploma, Lancaster General Hospital 
School of Nursing; 
B.S.N., Eastern Mennonite College; 
M.S.N., Washington University.

Margaret D. Tennis, Ed.D. 
Associate Professor of Nursing (1986, 1999) 
B.S.N., Berea College;  
M.S.N., University of Illinois-Peoria; 
Ed.D., Illinois State University.

Daniel P. Terkla, Ph.D. 
Professor of English (1995, 2018) 
B.A., M.A., California State University–
Long Beach; 
Ph.D., University of Southern California.

Marcia Thomas, M.S. 
Professor, Library (2006, 2018) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University; 
M.S., University of Illinois.

Hans-Joerg  Tiede, Ph.D. 
Professor of Computer Science (1999, 2017) 
B.S., Freie Universitat Berlin; 
M.S., Ph.D., Indiana University.

Todd M. Tucker, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Music (1981, 2006) 
B.F.A., University of South Dakota; 
M.M., Ph.D., Indiana University.

David J. Vayo, A.Mus.D. 
Fern Rosetta Sherff Professor of Music 
(2012-2020) and Professor of Music 
(1991, 2020) 
B.M., M.M., Indiana University; 
A.Mus.D., University of Michigan.

Robert Bedford Watkins, Jr., Ph.D. 
Professor of Music (1956, 1988) 
B.Mus., Southwestern (Memphis); 
M.Mus., University of Michigan;  
Ph.D., University of Iowa.

W. Michael Weis, Ph.D. 
Professor of History (1988, 2021) 
B.S., Bowling Green State University;  
M.A., Ph.D., Ohio State University.

John D. Wenum, Ph.D. 
Professor of Political Science (1971, 1994) 
B.A., Lake Forest College; 
M.A., Ph.D., Northwestern University.

John C. Westall, M.S.L.S. 
Associate Professor, Library (1962, 2000) 
B.A., University of Illinois;  
M.S.L.S., University of Wisconsin.

David M. Willis, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Business 
Administration (1995, 2022) 
B.A., M.A., Ph.D., Ohio State University; 
M.B.A., Ph.D., University of Cincinnati.

Raymond G. Wilson, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Physics (1962, 1997) 
B.S., M.S., University of Illinois; 
Ph.D., University of Arizona.

Michael B. Young, Ph.D. 
Robert Harrington Professor of History 
(2013-2019) and Professor of History 
(1970, 2019) 
B.A., Moravian College;  
M.A., Ph.D., Harvard University.

Nancy W. Zander, M.S., 
Assistant Professor of Nursing (1987, 1993) 
B.S.N., Governors State University; 
M.S., DePaul University.

Endowed Chairs and 
Professorships
	 Illinois Wesleyan University currently 
has a number of endowed Chairs and 
Professorships. These endowed faculty 
positions, the honorees for whom they are 
named, and the year in which the endow-
ment was established are listed below. 

Isaac Funk Professorship (1866) 
Joanne Diaz, Ph.D. (named 2022) 
Isaac Funk Endowed Professor of English

The George C. and Ella Beach Lewis 
Endowed Chair of Biology (1963) 
Given Harper, Ph.D. (named 2011) 
Beach Professor of Biology

The R. Forrest Colwell Endowed 
Professor of English (1977) 
James Plath, Ph.D. (named 2015) 
Colwell Professor of English
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The Fern Rosetta Sherff Professorship 
in Music (1977) 
Scott Ferguson, Ph.D. (named 2022) 
Fern Rosetta Sherff Professor of Music

The Edward R. Telling ’46 
Endowed Professorship of Business 
Administration (1987) 
Robert Kearney, J.D. (named 2014) 
Telling Distinguished Professor of Business 
Administration

The Earl H. and Marian A. Beling 
Endowed Professorship of Natural 
Sciences (1998) 
Tian-Xiao He, Ph.D. (named 2013) 
Beling Professor of Natural Sciences

Robert W. Harrington Endowed 
Professorship (2010) 
Edgar Lehr, Ph.D. (named 2022) 
Robert Harrington Endowed Professor  
of Biology

Robert W. Harrington Endowed 
Professorship (2010) 
Michael Theune, Ph.D. (named 2019) 
Robert Harrington Endowed Professor  
of English

Byron S. Tucci Endowed Professorship 
(2010) 
Carolyn A. Nadeau, Ph.D. (named 2010) 
Byron S. Tucci Professor of Hispanic Studies

Wendell and Loretta Hess 
Professorship of Chemistry (2012) 
Ram Mohan, Ph.D. (named 2013) 
Hess Professor of Chemistry

Betty Ritchie-Birrer ’47 and Ivan Birrer 
Endowed Professorship (2013) 
William A. Munro, Ph.D. (named 2013)  
Birrer Professor of Political Science

B. Charles and Joyce Eichhorn Ames 
Professorship (2014) 
Gabriel C. Spalding, Ph.D. (named 2014) 
Ames Professor of Physics

Ben and Susan Rhodes Endowed 
Professorship M46 (ci)4 ( )]TJ 0 Tc 0 Twie2tA 0 Tc 01d 2013)  PP



338
University 
Personnel

Harlan Chambers, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of History 
(2022) 
B.A., University of Minnesota; 
B.A., Institut National des Langues et 
Civilisations Orientales; 
M.A., University Texas at Austin;  
Ph.D., Columbia University.

Wes Chapman, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of English (1991, 1997) 
B.A., University of Colorado; 
M.A., Ph.D., Cornell University.

Christina Cole, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Hispanic 
Studies (2022) 
B.A., Louisiana Tech University; 
M.A., Ph.D., Indiana University.

Mary Coleman, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Philosophy (2009, 
2013) 
B.A., Kenyon College; 
M.A., Tufts University; 
Ph.D., Harvard University.

Amanda Coles, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of History (2009, 2017) 
B.A., University of Colorado; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania.

Loralyn Cozy, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of Biology (2014, 2020) 
B.S., Western Washington University; 
Ph.D., Indiana University.

Mark Criley, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of Philosophy (2003, 
2015) 
B.S., Stanford University; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh.

Stephanie Davis-Kahl, M.S. 
Professor, Library (2004, 2015) 
B.A., Oberlin College; 
M.S., University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign.

Joanne Diaz, Ph.D. 
Isaac Funk Endowed Professor of English 
(2022) 
Professor of English (2008, 2020) 
B.A., Tufts University; 
M.F.A., New York University; 
Ph.D., Northwestern University.

Jessie Dixon-Montgomery, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies 
(2019) 
B.A., Knox College; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Chicago.

Anna Dmytrejchuk, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
(2022) 
B.S., Simon Bolivar University; 
Ph.D., Auburn University.

Zahia Drici, Ph.D. 
Professor of Mathematics (1995, 2005) 
Licence es-Sciences Physiques, University 
of Algiers, Algeria; 
M.S., Case Western Reserve University; 
M.S., Ph.D., Ph.D., Florida Institute of 
Technology.

Jerry Durham, Ph.D. 
Interim Director of the School of Nursing 
and Health Sciences 
B.S.Ed. Southeast Missouri State 
University; 
M.A.; Bradley University; 
M.S.; University of Illinois; 
B.S.N., M.S.N., Ph.D. St. Louis 
University.

Norman D. Eash, M.S. 
Professor of Physical Education and Head 
Football Coach (1987, 2009) 
B.S., Illinois Wesleyan University;  
M.S., Illinois State University.

Andy Engen, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Philosophy (2012, 
2019) 
B.S., University of Wisconsin; 
Ph.D., University of California.

Constance Estep, M.F.A. 
Associate Professor of Art (1997, 2003) 
B.A., Rice University; 
M.F.A., Pratt Institute.

Margaret Evans, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of Educational Studies 
(2015, 2017, 2021) 
B.A., University of Illinois–Urbana-
Champaign; 
M.A., University of Illinois–Chicago; 
Ph.D., University of Illinois–Urbana-
Champaign.
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Robert Irons, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Accounting and 
Finance (2019) 
B.S., M.B.A., Northeastern Illinois 
University; 
Ph.D., Illinois Institute of Technology. 

Trevor Jack, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
(2022) 
B.S., M.S., Boise State University; 
J.D., Notre Dame Law School; 
Ph.D., University of Colorado Boulder.

William Jaeckle, Ph.D. 
Semour and Dianne Galina Endowed 
Professor of Biology (2020) 
Professor of Biology (2001, 2015) 
B.A., Humboldt State University; 
Ph.D., University of Southern California-
Los Angeles.

Narendra K. Jaggi, Ph.D. 
Professor of Physics (1991, 1998) 
B.S., Ranchi University; 
Ph.D., University of Bombay.

Abigail Jahiel, Ph.D. 
Professor of Environmental Studies and 
International Studies (1999, 2016) 
B.A., Cornell University; 
Ph.D., University of Michigan.

Julie Johnson, M.F.A. 
Director, School of Art (2016, 2022) 
B.S., Illinois State University; 
M.F.A., University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign.

William A. Kauth, M.S. 
Associate Professor of Physical Education 
and Head Athletic Trainer (1994, 2007) 
B.S., M.S., Ed.D., Illinois State University; 
Ed.D., Ball State University.

Robert Kearney, J.D. 
Telling Distinguished Professor of Business 
Administration (2014) 
Professor of Business Administration 
(2002, 2014) 
B.A., J.D., University of Notre Dame; 
M.B.A., University of Illinois–Chicago.

Emily Kelahan, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Philosophy (2011, 
2017) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Lindsey Kellar, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Physical Education 
and Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach (2013, 
2019) 
B.A., University of Chicago; 
Ph.D., University of Albany, SUNY.

Abigail Kerr, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Psychology (2012, 
2018) 
B.A., Wittenberg University; 
M.S., Ph.D., University of Wisconsin– 
Milwaukee.

Jean Kerr, M.A. 
Director of the School of Theatre Arts 
(2018) 
Associate Professor of Theatre Arts (1990, 
1997)  
B.A., B.M., State University of New York–
Potsdam; 
M.A., Ohio State University.

Noel Kerr, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Nursing (2010, 
2017) 
B.S., San Jose University; 
M.S., University of California–Los 
Angeles; 
Ph.D., Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey.

Chisato Kojima, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Japanese (2020) 
A.A., St. Margaret’s Junior College, Tokyo, 
Japan; 
B.A., Tokyo Woman’s Christian 
University; 
M.A., Sophia University, Tokyo, Japan; 
M.A., Ph.D., Indiana University.

Linda J. Kunce, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Psychology (1995, 
2001) 
B.S., B.A., University of Missouri–
Columbia; 
M.A., Ph.D., State University of New 
York-Buffalo.
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Brian Law, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Computer Science 
(2020) 
B.S., University of Waterloo; 
B.Ed., M.S., Ph.D., University of Toronto.

Franklin Larey, D.M.A. 
Director of the School of Music (2019) 
Professor of Music (2019) 
B.A., University of the Western Cape; 
M.Mus., Ph.D., University of Cincinnati, 
College–Conservatory of Music.

Seung-Hwan Lee, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Mathematics 
(2010, 2017) 
B.S., M.S., Chung–Ang University; 
M.S., Texas A & M University; 
Ph.D., Texas Tech University.

Edgar Lehr, Ph.D. 
Robert Harrington Endowed Professor  
of Biology (2022) 
Professor of Biology (2009, 2017) 
M.S., Gutenberg University; 
Ph.D., Goethe University; 
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William A. Munro, Ph.D. 
Betty Ritchie-Birrer ’47 and Ivan Birrer 
Endowed Professorship (2013) 
Professor of Political Science (2000, 2013) 
Co-Director of International Studies (2003) 
B.A., Natal University (Pietermaritzburgh); 
B.A., M.A., Cambridge University; 
Ph.D., Yale University.

Carolyn A. Nadeau, Ph.D. 
Byron S. Tucci Professor of Hispanic 
Studies (2010) 
Professor of Hispanic Studies (1994, 2005) 
B.A., University of Virginia; 
M.A., New York University–Madrid; 
Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University.

Kate Neally, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Educational 
Studies (2022) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University; 
M.A., The College of New Jersey; 
Ed.D., Illinois State University.

Marie Nebel-Schwalm, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Psychology (2013, 
2017) 
B.A., Michigan State University; 
M.A., Ph.D., Louisiana State University.

Lisa Nelson, D.M.A. 
Associate Professor of Music (2013, 2022) 
B.A., St. Olaf College; 
M.A., D.M.A., University of Illinois.

Kimberly Nelson-Brown, M.S. 
Professor of Physical Education and Head 
Volleyball Coach (1996, 2020) 
B.S., M.S., Illinois State University.

Hieu Minh Nguyen, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Economics (2021) 
B.A. American University in Bulgaria; 
M.A. University of Pittsburgh; 
Ph.D. University of Tennessee.

Kristine Nielsen, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Art (2012, 2018) 
B.F.A., Eastern Michigan University; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Chicago.

Leah Nillas, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Educational Studies 
(2004, 2011) 
B.S., Roosevelt College Foundation 
Center for Teacher Education–Philippines; 
M.A., University of the Philippines. 
Ph.D., Illinois State University.

Gerald A. Olson, M.S. 
Professor of Accounting (1986, 2003) 
B.S., M.S., Illinois State University.

Manori Perera, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Chemistry (2011, 
2017) 
Ph.D., University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. 

Thushara Perera, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Physics (2008, 2014) 
B.A., Ohio Wesleyan University; 
M.Sc., Ph.D., Case Western University.

James Plath, Ph.D. 
Colwell Professor of English (2015) 
Professor of English (1988, 1999) 
B.A., California State University–Chico;  
M.A., Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.

Adriana Ponce, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Music (2007, 2015) 
B.A., Boston University; 
M.A., Ph.D., Brandeis University.

Tiffany Prager, M.S. 
Associate Professor of Physical Education 
and Head Softball Coach (2016, 2020) 
B.S., M.S., Illinois State University.

Thomas Quinn, M.F.A. 
Associate Professor of Theatre Arts (2005, 
2014) 
B.S., M.F.A., Illinois State University.

Bradley Regier, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Music (2019) 
B.M.E., Kansas State University; 
M.S.E., University of Oklahoma; 
Ph.D., University of Missouri.

Ilia Radoslovov, D.M.A. 
Associate Professor of Music (2013, 2017) 
M.M., Southern Illinois University; 
D.M.A., University of Wisconsin.

Brandi Reissenweber, M.F.A. 
Associate Professor of English (2011, 2020) 
B.A., Purdue University; 
M.F.A., New York University.

David Remmert, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Public Health (2022) 
B.S., Eastern Illinois University; 
M.P.H, Ph.D., University of Illinois.
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Tari Renner, Ph.D. 
Professor of Political Science (1994, 1999) 
B.A., University of South Florida; 
M.A., Ph.D., American University.

Timothy R. Rettich, Ph.D. 
Professor of Chemistry (1981, 2004) 
B.S., University of Dayton;  
Ph.D., Case Western Reserve University.

Daniel Roberts, Ph.D. 



344
University 
Personnel

Laura Spradlin, M.S. 
Assistant Professor (2022) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University; 
M.S., University of Illinois.

Charles Springwood, Ph.D. 
Professor of Anthropology (1996, 2007) 
B.A., Purdue University; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Karolina Staros, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Sociology 
(2022) 
B.A., University of Michigan – Flint; 
M.A., Ph.D., Western Michigan 
University.

Kevin Sullivan, Ph.D. 
Professor of Accounting (2021) and 
Professor of Religion (2006, 2016) 
B.A., M.A., University of Michigan; 
M.A., University of Notre Dame; 
Diploma, Oxford Centre for Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies; 
Ph.D., University of Oxford.

Nancy Sultan, Ph.D. 
Professor of Greek and Roman Studies 
(1993, 2003) 
B.A., University of North Carolina; 
M.A., University of Minnesota; 
Ph.D., Harvard University.

Liang Sun, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Finance (2022) 
B.E., B.M., Southwestern University of 
Finance and Economics; 
M.F., Tulane University; 
Ph.D., University of North Texas.

Scott Susong, M.F.A. 
Associate Professor of Theatre Arts (2007, 
2013) 
B.A., University of Texas at El Paso; 
M.F.A., Towson University.

Christopher Sweet, M.L.S. 
Professor, Library (2009, 2022) 
B.A., Augustana College; 
M.L.S., University of Illinois, Urbana–
Champaign.

Saroj Thapa, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Physics 
(2022) 
B.S., M.S., Tribhuvan University; 
Ph.D., The University of Tulsa.

Jason Themanson, Ph.D. 
Professor of Psychology (2007, 2016) 
B.S., University of Illinois; 
M.A., University of Connecticut; 
Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Michael Theune, Ph.D. 
Robert Harrington Endowed Professor of 
English (2020) 
Professor of English (2002, 2015) 
B.A., Hope College; 
B.A., University of Oxford; 
M.F.A., University of Iowa; 
Ph.D., University of Houston.

Curtis C. Trout, M.F.A. 
Professor of Theatre Arts (1990, 2004) 
B.A., M.F.A., Western Illinois University.

César Valverde, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies 
(2001, 2005) 
B.A., M.A., University of California-San 
Diego; 
Ph.D., University of California-Irvine.

Amanda Vicary, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Psychology (2011, 
2017) 
B.A., Bradley University; 
M.A., Ph.D., University of Illinois at 
Urbana–Champaign.

Michael Wagner, M.S. 
Athletic Director and Associate Professor 
of Physical Education (1997, 2003) 
B.A., Augustana College; 
M.S., Illinois State University.

Loni M. Walker, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Biology (1999, 2005) 
B.S., Western Oregon State College; 
M.S., Ph.D., The Ohio State University.

David Wallace, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Business 
Administration (2011, 2019) 
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz; 
M.B.A., Gonzaga University; 
Ph.D., Washington State University.

William J. Walsh, Ph.D. 
Professor of Business Administration 
(1990, 2007) 
B.S., U.S. Air Force Academy; 
M.A., Ph.D., Indiana University.
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Tyler Brown, B.A. 
Instructor of Physical Education and 
Assistant Volleyball Coach (2020) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University.

Grant Caserta, M.B.A.  
Instructor of Physical Education and 
Assistant Football Coach (2019) 
B.A., M.B.A., Saginaw Valley State 
University.

Thomas Gilbert, M.S. 
Instructor of Physical Education and  
Assistant Swimming Coach (2016) 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University 
M.S., Illinois State University.

Katie Gonzales, M.S. 
Instructor of Physical Education and 
Director of Athletic Communications 
(2019) 
B.A., Loras College; 
M.S., Eastern Michigan University.

Mike Gunter, B.S. 
Instructor of Physical Education and 
Assistant Football Coach (2019) 
B.S., Eastern Illinois University.

Gregory Huffaker, B.A. 
Instructor of Physical Education and Head 
Cross Country Coach (2005) 
B.A., North Central College.

Zachary Iannucci, B.S.  

B.S., Eastern Illinois University.
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